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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were to study (1) some socio-economic characteristics
of village headmen (2) ﬂ";e existing situation of village's broadcasting towers (3) the
utilization of village’s broadcasting towers in disseminating agricultural information (4) the
essential attributions of the components of village's broadcasiing towers for dissemination
of agricultural information effectively in the opinions of the village headmen. Eighty-six
village headmen who operated the broadcasting towers under the Project on Village's
Brpadcasting Tower for Dissemination the Agricultural Information of The Department of
Agricultural Extension in Changwat Kalasin were respondents. The administrative
questionnaires were used for data collection and the data were analysed by the Statistical
Package for Social Science Program (SPSS/PC ) with frequency, percentage, arithmetic
mean, standard deviation (SD). The findings of this study were as follows.

All respondents were males, with an average age of 51, primary education, an
average size of 6-person family, holding the position of village headman for @ years by
average. Almost all of them were farmers having total farm holdings area of 31.8 rai per
household and agricultural land area of 29.9 rai per househald. They were not appointed
officially as the operators of the village's broadcasting towers and were not trained in

disseminating information or in operating and maintaining towers. They recieved recorded
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tapes for disseminating at the monthly meeting, and every'uillage headman agreed on the
ulilization of village's broadcasting towers for disseminating the agricultural knowledge.
They had operated towers for an average of 6 years, and 3 years for disseminating
agricultural information without any compensation from the goverment. Moreover, they had
to pay for electricity cost an their own and used the village funds for repairing the towers.
The villagers did not participate in the operation or mainienance of towers and did not
indicate the type of information they needed. Nevertheless, villagers had highly interests
and listened lo the agricultural information broadcast through  village's broadcasting
lowers.

There were 1-3 towers in each village, which had been utilized for an average of 7
years. The towers were located at the village headmen's houses. Almost all of the towers
were constructed with the funds allocated to members of the pariaments and began
broadcasting at 06.00-06.30 a.m. Most messages broadcast from towers came from the
Ministry of Interior but Kaset Tambon (subdistrict-agricultural officers) used the towers
maost extensively.

The utilization of towers was for disseminating the agricultural information. The
majority of respondents had not organized working groups for operating towers or had not
formulated any plans for dissemination. The agricultural knowledge was disseminated
from the towers at 06.00-07.30 a.m. with 1-2 topics for each time and 1-2 times per week.
Each piece of information was repeatedly disseminated for 1-2 times. The information
broadcast was in a form of journal articles which suited needs and time of the villagers.
The audience could understand the information at high degree. Each tape consisted of 4
topics by an average Ie;'t:gth of 11 minutes per fopic. In 1985, they recieved 8 good quality
lapes.

The village headmen currently encountered following problems : over work load,
lacking agencies o supervise or monitor the tower broadcast activity, no teamwork, no
official appointment of village headmen for carrying out broadcasting, lack of information
which was locally needed, late arrival of the tapes, and small number of tapes per year.
In addition, the village headmen were lacking of budget for maintaining and repairing the

towers, paying electricity bill, and high power amplifiers and towers.
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The essential atiribution of the components of village's broadcasting towers for
disseminating agricultural information are as follows. The vilage headmen have to be
entitted to request budget sufficiently from the goverment for any expenses in the
operation and maintenance of towers. They have to be well-trained on how to disseminate
and make announcements, be adequately financial supparted, supplied with supportive
matenials and equipments, and high voltage amplifiers, and have a space for on air
operating. The information for disseminating is suited for local needs and time.
Questioning-answering program should be introduced and printed information should be
prepared. The willingness of villagers to participate in the operating and maintaining the
towers is needed, and their interests in recommending agricultural information is

necessary.

Recommendations arose from this study were : 1) The committee of village's
broadcasting towers should be established for taking tums in the operation of the towers,
2) Schedules for monitoring, supervising and evaluating the towers by responsible
agencies should be prepared. 3) The towers should be financially funded for its operation
and maintenance. 4) The village leaders and operation teams of towers should be
appointed officially and they should be trained on operating towers. 5) The power of
amplifier sets should be increased to 500 watts. 8) The towers should be increased in its
hight and numbers in each village. 7) The recorded tapes should be sent to village
headmen on time with more pieces of information and number of tapes per annual. 8) The
matenials, equipments and spaces should be provided fully and urgently. 9) Information
for disseminating Shﬂ_l.ild be provided in accordance with the milieu of local nesds and
time. 10) Questioning and answering program should be infroduced with printed
materials. 11) The audience or villagers should be encouraged to maintain the towers and
to suggest information they needed. and 12) Folk wisdom should be collected for

disseminating through village towers.



