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Abstract

The research on “Academic Cooperation Between Khon Kaen University
and Thailand’s Neighboring Countries 1991-1994" aims to find out about the state of
academic Cooperation between Khon Kaen University and Thailand's neighboring
countries and to produce a directory of the cooperation projects of the University. The
neighboring countries included in the study are those in the Mekong river-basin sub-
region, namely Laos, Cambodia, Vietnam, Myanmar and (Southern) China.

Data were collected from primary Sources, i.e. from Khon Kaen University
faculties, departments and staff who provided academic services to the neighboring
countries. Data were collected by means of questionnaire interview. Collected data
were analyzed by means of descriptive statistical methods.

The research yielded the following findings :

During 1991-1994 there were altogether 38 Collaborative projects, with the
total capital volume of 487 Million Baht. There were eleven faculties and institutes
which provided academic services to the neighbouring countris, accounting to about
half of the total number of the faculties, institutes and centres of Khon Kaen
University. Faculties in the health science were found to be the discipline which were
involved in the collaborative projects in the greatest number and capital volumn.

All of the 5 countries in the Mekong sub-region received academic services

from Khon Kaen University, at different extent. Apparently, Laos were involved in the



greatest number of projects, altogether 26 projects; while Myanmar were involved
least. In all, these collaborative projects cover 22 countries in Asia and Africa.

The scope of the academic cooperation was extensive, encompassing the
disciplines required in developing the country, namely agriculture, public health and
medicine, investment and business management, education, irrigation engineering,
geotechnology, rural and environmental development, architecture and social and rural
research methodology.

Most of the collaborative projects were funded by foreign funding sources.
The largest foreign source of funding was the non-governmental organizations (NGOs).
The domestic sources of funding were the Thai government, Khon Kaen University
and Thai business company.

There were several types of cooperation. The greatest were training
cooperation, most of which were short-term technical trainings in various fields. Other
types of cooperation were in degree training, research and research network projects,
planning consultancy and architural design.

In launching these collaborative projects, several problems had been
identified. Firstly, at policy level the university only had broad policy on the
internationalization of the university. However, the policy is lacked of supportive
measures, plans, budgets and personnel to translate the policy into active cooperation
projects. Secondly, there were problems in coordinating with concerned agencies in
Thailand and abroad. And lastly there were problems in the discontinuity of work, as
most projects were piecemeal by nature. At the end, the research provided
recommendation to solve the problems and to improve the academic cooperation

between Khon Kaen University and Thailand’s neighboring countries.



