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Abstract

This research study aimed at studying primarily the economic, social, cultural,
and political changes; and secondly the development pattern of villages in forest area.

The study applied the qualitative research method. Two villages were selected,
one being founded by the government and the other was naturally established. The
rescarchers | temporary lived in the villages in order to collect relevant information. The
observations were conducted through the researchers participant observation. Indept
interviews were also carried out specifically on the general conditions, the history of
villages' foundation, the economic, social, cultural, and political changes, and the development
of the villages. The information collected from each village was analyzed comparatively in
order 0 determine the similarity and difference in terms of the items studied. Following this,
important occurrences were selected for the concrete conclusion.

From the analysis, the research results can be concluded as follows:

1. The Social Changes. Although the characteristics of village settiement varied, the
two villages still shared a common trait, i.e., the relations through kinship played an important
role on the settlement of the villagers. Villagers who were related by blood would settle
their homes next to one another. It was found that the relationships among the village, the
temple, and the school were not good. The senior group participated very little in the village

devclopment. Also, in various village activities, seniority played a less important role.
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2. The Economic Changes. The demand for land area for their occupational purposes
was the important factor which drew the villagers to the village. The economic structure of the
two villages was based on the production of cash crops, the cellection of forest products, and
employment. The marketing of the agricultural products could be classified into two types:
cither the villagers brought their products to the traders in the district, or they sold their
products to middlemen in the village or in the nearly villages. The middlemen would in turn sell
the products to the district traders.

3. The Political Changes. The important mechanic in the governing and the
development of the villages was the village committee. Arising conflicts were mostly due to the
competition for the benefits on natural resources, or other personal matters. To lessen these
contradictions, the temple and the senior group played very little roles. The villagers tended
to rely on external bodies in order to reconcile their conflicts. This was due to the villagers'
little trust on the village responsible institutions.

4. The Pattern of the Village Development. The development projects carricd
out in the villages by external units relicd on the village committee as the projects
administrators at the village level. This had an cffect on the unequal distribution of potential
benefits, leading  to contradictions between villagers and village leaders. Moreover, those
external units failed to carry out continuous follow-up and evaluation of their projects;
resulting in the stoppage or cancellation of the projects shortly after the project implementors

left the villages.




