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Abstract

AIDS has been known as a fatal and incurable infectious disease of which its victims
remain infected tilt death. This research aims to investigate some selected basic conditioning
factors and self-car® agency of the persons with HIV infection; and to examine the relationship
between some selected basic conditioning factors and self-care agency of the person with HIV
infection. Predictive variables for this study included: age, gender, marital status, length of
formal education and duration of illness. The study sample consisted of 100 persons’ with
symptomatic HIV infection who came for service at the internal medicine out= patient department
at Srinagarind Hospital and Khon Kaen Regional Hospital. The study sample was interviewed by

the researcher using the questionnaire developed based on Orem’s Self-Care Deficit Theory-
Results indicated the following:

1. Person with HIV infection had high level of self-care agency.

9, There was statistically significant relationship {p<.0 3) between only one particular
selected basic conditioning factor, gender, and self-care agency of the persons with
HIV infection. There was 1O significant relationship between another basic
conditioning factors such as age, marital status, length of formal education and

duration of illness; and self -care agency.

The findings from this study also strengthen the concept of the qubstantive structure of
self-care agency which consists of three types of abilities hicrarchically arranged according 10 the

degree 10 which they are foundational to one another.
It is recommended from this study that patient’s self-care agency should be implemented

through supportive and educative éystem including counseling in order to develop the paticnt’s

self-care abilities in giving proper care to themselves.
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