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SAKORN SOMSERT: THE “SIMAKSUK IDENTITY” : SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CAPITAL
OF THE ELDERLY FROM RURAL ROI-ET IN URBAN CONTEXT.
THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC.PROF PREECHA KUWINPANT, 156 pp.

The thesis attempts to explore how the elderly from villages in Roi-et manage and organize
their life in the unfamiliar environment of city life in Bangkok. The objective, in particular, is to study
and analyse identity, social and cultural capital of 8 elderly people from rural area in the North-east
who migrate to Bangkok to earn money by selling sweet candy. The research has been conducted

during June 2006 and February 2007.

Identity of the “SIMAKSUK” elderly is derived from various aspects of their social life.
These are a) the Isan-ness, a particular rooted culture of the north-east and the territory, b) the elderly
status in the family and community as a respectful and benevolent person c) the elderly as ordinary
people who fight for basic right to survive in and make a living the urban world, d) differentiation
between themself and others, e) identification with certain cultural criteria  i.e. their identity) in order
to control and overcome obstacles in their living in the city. Social capital of the elderly is perceived in
three different types: a) those based on the kinship and neighborliness, b) networks of kinds and
friends in Bangkok and homeland c) actual relationships within and outside their own particular group,
mainly on the basis of trust, reciprocity and common interest. Cultural capital covers “their way of life
and shared value orientation”. These are brought about by their earlier socialization and the later social
adaptation learned during their stay in the city. Thus their identity is shaped and reshaped as their stock
of social and cultural capital expanded and changed. To a certain extent, it can be stated that the
elderly has successfully managed and employed the social and cultural capital to achieve, socially and
economically, a comfortable and reasonable social life. In the process, identity has not been fixed but
constantly adjusted and changed to allow the elderly to move and live practically in and between the

rural community and the ever-changing world of the city.





