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Abstract

Project Code : TRG 4680017
Project Title : Thai returned migrant workers and Hi{V/AIDS : The case of Thai

women returning from Japan
Investigator : Dr. Anchalee Jong-on Janta-po,

Graduate College, Siam University
Project Period : 2 years {July 2003 — August 2005) '

Over the last two decades, Thai women migrated to Japan iliegaily to work in the
entertainment business. Most of them were trafficked from rural area of the northern part of
Thaitand and were forced into debt-bondage to work in sex trade. They sesked fo escape from
cruet working conditions. Some coutd come back heme with bad health conditions both mentaily
and physicalty. This research was conducted in Chiang-Rai, the northemn province of Thaitand
by using In-depth Interview technique and focus group discussion with key informants,
especially Thai women who returned from Japan. The objectives of this study were to examine
the migration and reintegration process of Thai women from Japan and to {ook at the living
condition and their adaptation to community of origin after returning to Thailand.

The research found that Thai women were trafficked fo work in Japan by their friends or
relatives. The trafficked Thai women could not repay the debts from trafficking fee and they
were forced in to prostitution under the Yakuza, Their living and working conditions were
vulnerable to HIV/AIDS infection. Those Thai women returned to Thailand by escaping from
the Yakuza, being arrested by the police, and asking help from Thai embassy o sent them back
to Thailand. Some returnees came to Thalland and suffered from HIV/AIDS infection. Infected
returnees found it's difficult for them to adapt themselves into the Thai society, because they were
not wetcomed by the local people. They lived separately with timited contacts with other pecple.
They also had suffering and painful experiences from Japan. Most of them were under HIVIAIDS
medical treatment with free of charge sponsored by Thai government. Some women who are
infected without HIV/AIDS symptoms continue working as prosfitutes in the big cities of Thailand
or neighbor countries such as Malaysia, Singapore and Taiwan, The women who work in these
countries frequently travel back to Thailand which causes the HIV/AIDS virus spread further. The
related organizations both government and private sector should urgently provide the accurate
information about the actual and dangerous working conditions in Japan to the young gitls in the

villages and the women who work entertainment places in the big cities.

Keywords— Thai Returned Migrant Workers; Thai Women Returning from Japan; Migrant
Workers and B{V/AIDS
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Thai Returned Migrant Workers and HIV/AIDS:
'he Case of Thai Women Returning from Japan

Anchalee Janta-po
Graduate College, Siam University 235 Pethkasem road,Pasichareon, Bangkok,10160
e-mail: anchalee@siam.edu

troduction: Over the last two decades, Results: The research found thal Thai
ai women migrated to Japan illegally to 5 women were trafficked from villages by the
wk in the entertainment business. Most of o : broker. They were brought to Bangkok and
:m were trafficked from rural area in the _ a" then transferred to work in Japan. They were
rthem part of Thailand and were forced /4 forced into debi-bondage which they could
o debt-bondage 1o work in sex Imade. o ! not repay the debts and slso into prostitution
ey seeked to escape from cruel working NN under the Yakuza. Their living and wovking
nditions. Some could relum home with J i ' conditions were vulnerable to HIV/AIDS
pleasant conditions both mentally and ' - : infection. The only way to escape from the

Yakuza was to seek help from tha police to
bring them back 1o Thailand. Some retumees
retumed to Thailand with HIVIAIDS infection.
Infected retumees found it difficult to adapt
themselves into the Thai society because
they were not welcomed by local people. At
first, they lived separately with limited
contacis 1o other pegple as they have been

ysically. This research was conducted
Chiang-Rai, the northern province of
aitand, by using in-depth interview
:hnique with key informants, expeciaily
ai women who retumed from Japan.

oject Purpose: The objectives of this

iy were 10 exarine the migration and

ntegration process of Thai women from ' " suffering from painful experiences in Japan.
pan and to observe the living condition Tha Migration and Reintegration Route When they ran out of the money, they've just
d their adaptation to community of crigin drifted into prostitution again with infection of
er returning to Thailand. HIVIAIDS in some big cities of Thailand and

overseas via traveler visa. However, many
esearch Methodology: The study young Thai women in remote areas in
2w upon a variety of sources, which northem Thailand are still trafficked into
duded published documents, other prostitution in Japan.

condary sources, and in-depth interview

th key informants, especially Thai women Conclusions: Many of Thai women were trafficked from the rural area of northem Thailand to

wrning from Japan. This research was Japan and worked there illegally in the entertainment business. In cruel working conditions, they
nducted in Chiang-Rai, the northern were exposed to HIV/AIDS infection, together with mental and physical suffesing. Some of them
svince of Thailand which most of Thai could come back to Thaitand with HIV/AIDS infection. It was difficult for them to be commitied in
their communities. For living, they may approach 1o prostitution again in big cities of Thailand and
overseas if ihe money is used up, Nowadays, Many young Thai women are still being trafficked to
Japan in sex trade.

wmen were trafficked into sex trade in
pan.
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\ﬁ,jorced Migration in Thailand :

Problems involving Trafficking
of Thai Migrant Workers Abroad

Anchalee J. Janta_Po, Slam Uriversity
Researcher on Thai migrant worker Project,

Supported by Thalland Research Fund

ﬁg Forced Migration in Thailand

= Background
= Problems involving Trafficking‘
of Thai Migrant Workers Abroad

l Background

= History of Thai migrant workers abroad

» Numbers of Thai migrant workers abroad
and mede of recruitment

» The Destination Country

History of Thal migrant workers abroad

* Period I (1975-1977) : The Initial Period

* Period II (1978-1981) : The Golden Peried

* Period ITT (1982-1987) : The Deception Period
* Period IV (1988-present ) : The Current Period

‘ The Destination country of Thal migrant workers

Destination | 1980 (1985 1989 1990 |1996¢ |2003
Saedidnbis (0000 (42664 | 61442] 9970 1825 953
Lioys * 6489 | 740t| 13215] 16610 1900|3099

Gatar * 1017 46 2328| 1,515 $,226| 1,215
Tatwan ** - - 168 L1 96,097 75849
Singapore** 723 A387| 10692 6464 | 17605 12,430
Brunef ** | -| 2060 sss1| 8009| 20714] 863

Total [21.484 | e0683| 125314] ea024] esaz6] weree

* Former Destinatian: Middle East ** Present Destimation: Asia Pacifie

Numbers of Thal migrant workers working abroad

*é and mode of recruitment

Year| 1984 i 1999 601
Made
agencies 72,513| 30,173 104,660 | 79,229
self arrangement - 33991 88,038 72,120
empioyers 1,815 8,175 8,588 8,336
governmment 693 35 31 567




Y

._‘g% Thai Women Trafficked to Japan

Number of Thal overstay in Japan

Year totals
1991 105,666
1994 63,812
1995 44,784

« More than haft are women

| _ Thai migrants Complaint

During the year 1996-1998

* There were 15,324 complaints

* The damage cost 463 million baht '
+ 45.58% of the cases were resolved (6,985 cases)
* 43.60% of The damage cost could be repald to

workers.

.l Frobiems involving Thai migrant workers

abroad

* Before going abroad
* Overseas working

‘ Before going abroad

* Non-preparation for working abroad

* Recruitment deception

% Recruitment Deception

1. Deception Network
2. Kinds of Deception

Deception Network

1. Neighbors /relatives/ closed freinds

2. External agents

3. Corporate agents
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% Kinds of Deception

» Excessive Recruitment Fee
« Make a loss
+ Illegal Employment

ﬂ; Overseas problems

Working Problems
* Receiving underpaid wages
* Hazardous and risky working condition
* Hard working
* Long working hours

Living Problems
* Qvercrowded housing
* Language and cultural differences

.% Exploitation situation of Thai workers

» Unpaid work

» Underpaid work

* Congested living/working

* Confinement

* Forced prostitution

* Money extortion by policed / gangs

ﬁ Psychological and Health problems

* Stress

* Drunken

* Gambling

* Drug Addict

* Mysterious Death

ﬂﬁ What can we do ?

More Cooperation in Management

* Before going abroad
* During overseas working

Recommendations
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ﬁi To the Government

» Provide more concrete policy and
effective strategies to protect migrant
workers

= Suppress cheating brokers and agendcies

= Promote locat labor markets as
alternative for job seekers

$ To the Ministry of Education

» Develop curriculum for people who
want to seek job abroad

= Expand non formal education and
informal education for Thai migrant
workers in |arger scale

& To the ministry of public health

= Give consuitation to workers whao have
health problems, including reduction of
their sericusness in order to prevent
them from suicide/drug abuse.

» Take a good care of those returnees.

% To the ministry of Foreign Affairs

» Increase more co-operation to protect
Thai migrant workers,

= Co-operate with ministry of Labor to
improve labor control check points to
prevent illegal migration.

= Disseminate news and information

about problems and suffering of abroad
Thal migrant.
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