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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this research were : (1) to study the current circumstances, problems and

obstacles concerning the practices in the study course of field work I (2) to make enquiries
concerning suggestions for improvement in this field work course, which is offered under
the curriculum of certificate in public health for the academic years of 1995, 1996 and 1997.
This study was conducted at forty-two community hospitals located in Khon Kaen province.
A set of questionnaires was employed to collect data , a focus group interview and documentary
analysis were also applied. The subject group consisted of 336 instructor aides of whom 8 were
randomly selected from each hospital. There were also 702 copies of training documents utilized.
A computer program was employed to calculate percentage, arithmetic mean and standard
deviation, whereas the detail description was used to analyse the qualitative data.



Research Results :

1. Current circumstances of field work 1 :

1.1 on the aspect of fundamental of nursing, the students performed at
a “moderate” level of fulfilment. The first two priorities were remedy skills and nursing care skills
of which experience in child delivery skills were shown to be at the lowest levels.

1.2 on the aspect of work practice behavior, it was found that the students
performed at an “average” level of achievement of which the skills in patient examination were
found to be at the lowest levels of competency.

1.3 on the aspect of self practice behavior, it was found that the students
performed at a “high” level, whereas self development behavior was found to be at the lowest
level of practice.

2, Problems and obstacles concerning field work practice were at an “average” level of
complication ranking from high to low as follows : students’ low academic capability,
incompetency in applying their knowledge into work, lack of fundamental techniques for nursing,

3. Recommendation for improvement ; the suggestions were that college orientation
should be implemented before course initiation , courses under this curriculum should be geared to
prepare students’ readiness for field work 1, three levels of evaluation; before, during and after
should be performed by instructor aides and supervisors, practice hours for fundamentals of
nursing should be increased in the first term, student orientation should be manipulated in every

section by instructor aides.



