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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to examine the patterns of communication between the
facial and auriculotemporal nerves in Thai population.Dissection was carried out on 214 facial
sides (144 males and 70 female facial sides) collected from the North, Northeastern and Central
parts of Thailand. The nerve that communicated between the facial and the auriculotemporal nerve
is called “the communicating auriculotemporal nerve(CATN)” ,the numbers and position of
CATN joining to the facial nerve were identified ,recorded and classified .The results were as
follows:

(1)There were 1-4 branches of CATN and most of them joined to the upper division of
the facial nerve.Only one case had CATN joined to both the upper and the lower division of the
facial nerve.

(2)The CATN patiern was classified into 6 main types as the following:Type 1,there was 1
branch of CATN(15.4%);Type 2.there were 2 bran(_:i:es of CATN(48.1%); Type 3 ,there were 3
branches of CATN(27.5%);Type 4,there were 2-3 branches of CATN that some of them running
along the facial branches after joining to them;Type 5 ,there were 4 branches of CATN(7.0%).All
of the above types had CATN joi.ned solely to the upper division of the facial nerve. Only Type 6

had 3 CATN ,2 CATN joined to the upper division and 1 CATN joined to the lower division of



the facial nerve(0.5%).Each of the main types was classified into different subtypes according to
the site of union to the facial nerve.

(3)The percentage pattern of each main type found in each part of the country were not
different.

(4) The percentage pattern of each main type found in this study is similar to the previous

research.



