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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to determine some factors e.g. socio-economic

status of farmer, physical, biological characteristics related to decision making on rice

>~

seed production of contracted farmers. The findings will be useful for area and farmer
selection criteria as well as for the production and extension planning of the seed center.‘
Four objectives of this research were 1) to study general background of contracted
farmers 2) to study the relationship of various factors and the decision making of
contracted farmers producing rice seed 3) to study some problems and suggestions
concerning to rice seed production and 4) to compare the relationship of factors and
seed yield and quality. A sample groups used were 216 contracted farmers producing
rice seed variety KDML 105 in the rainy season of 1995/1996. The Multi-Stage Random
. Sampling and the interview schedule were used as the device for data gathering. Data

| analysis was conducted by using SPSS/PC’ program to computerize frequencies,

percentage, arithematic mean, standard deviation and Chi-Square.



Most of the contracted farmers were male with the average age of 48.08 years
and obtained primary school level. The duration of being contracted farmers of seed
center was 6.57 years, and the average of contracted planting area was 9.65 rai. Soil
texture of contracted planting area was sandy loam. Seedling planted was their primary
method and the average seed yield was approximately 415.41 kilograms per rai. The
seed price purchased by the seed center was not less than 5.90 bath per kilograms.
Among studied factors, it was found that self interest of contracted farmers, relatives,
government officials, transportation, cultural practices, family income, capital and
training were highly related to decision making of contracted farmers on rice seed
production. In terms of problems of contracted farmers, it was found that lack of water
supply throu;;h growing season, lack of labor, lack of money for buying fertilizer and
chemicals, lack of knowledge about crop protection, fertilizer and chemical application,
highly cost of labor, and delay of seed purchasing back by the seed center were
significant. Contracted farmers suggested that seed center should improve seed quality
to be used in multiplication field, provide low cost production input and free farm
mechanization service, provide technical training, increase number of field visit,
purchase seed at the price of 2 to 3 bath higher than market grain price per kilogram
and purchase all of quantity of seed produced. In comparing factors related to decision
making on rice seed production with vyield, the significant difference found were
relatives, leadership, topography and soil texture, water resource and cultural practices
and treatments. And in comparing factors related to decision making on rice seed
production with seed quality, the significant difference found were self interest of
contracted farmers and sources of technical knowledge.

The result of findings obtained could be recommended as follows: consider for
improving seed production effectiveness of contracted farmers, make contracted
farmers and relevant officials more clearly understand about objectives of seed
production and benefit, advise contracted farmers to wisely use production factors given
at a minimum risk, should develop seed production pattern compatible for farmer

practices and determine purchased seed price base on economic situation and



coordinate with credit sources for providing easy access to money loan for contracted
farmers and emphasize on continuing farmer training. For the further study, seed center
should conduct this study for other groups of contracted farmers in different areas and
should study other factors related to decision making of contracted fzrmers in which

affect the effectiveness of seed production.



