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ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present study was to investigate the use of community resources in
the teaching of Life-experiences Group (Social Studies) in primary scheols under the
Junsdiction of the Primary Education Office, Changwat Khon Kaen. The samples consisted of
386 Life-experiences Group (Social Studies) instructors. The data were collected by means of a
questionnaire and inlerviews of the samples. The data so collected were analyzed by means of
percentage. means, standard deviation and one-way analysis of variance. A SPSS/PC computer
program was used in the analysis of data.

The results showed that:

L. On the whole, the instructors applied community resources to their instruction in
the Life-experiences Group (Sccial Studies) on vanous aspscts at the "Moderate” level.
However, when these aspects were amanged in the order of significance, it was found that the

instructors’ opinion on the usefulness of community resources ranked first; the instructors’ use



of various community resources in their instruchion ranked second: and the hindrances to the
application of community resources 1o instruction. according fo the instructors' experience,
ranked jast.

2. The types of community resources which the instructors applied to their instruction
most frequently were religious ceremonies held by the community. The next type of community
resources used less frequently by the instructors were customary festivals such as boon bang
fire (rocket launching festival), boon Kkao ji (rice roasting festival), etc., while official
educational offices were least used by the instructors.

3. The method in which the instructors applied community resources to their instruction
most frequently was fo lead their students fo participate in the activities organized by the
community.The next less frequently used method was 1o apply the existing natural environment
1o the instruction, and the borrowing of video slides from government offices was least
practsed.

4. The instructors opinicn that applying community resources to their instruction was
most beneficial because it fostors the sense of belonging to the community among the students.
The next n rank of significance about the benefit of applying community Tesources (o
mstruction was thal the students can apply what they learn to their real Iife in the community
they live in. The type of community resources that the instructors thought would yield least
benefit 1o their instruction was the Jocal people's participation in the organization of education.

5. The instructors opinion that the scarcity of funds presents the  greatest
hindrance to the application of community resources to their instruction. Official red tape.
in the instructors' opinion, also presents itself as the second most significant hindrance 1o
their scheme of taking students out for extramural siudies, although they indicated that
administrative support presents the least hindrance 1o their application of community resources
to their instruction.

6. There was no sisgnificant difference in the application of community
resources o nstruction by the instructors in the schools of different sizes regarding the types
of resources, the methods of applying the methods of applying the resources and the benefits

deriving from the application of the resources.



7. Regarding the obstacles to the application of community resource it was discovered
that the instructors of the medium-size schools and large schools encountered significanty

different obstacles of applying community resources to their instruction at the .05 level of

significance.



