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ABSTRACT

The purposes of the present study were to apply the principles of action research
to the organization for the teaching of the Life-Experiences subject on the “The
Environment” topic and to investigate the effects of application of the principles to
the development of Grade 6 students’ knowledge, attitude and behavior. The participants
were three colleagne and 17 Grade 6 students from Pong Chee School which was

under the jurisdiction of Dan Sai District Primary Education Office. Loei Provincial



Primary Education Office. The swdy followed the action research procedure in which each
spiral was comprised of Kemmis & McTaggart’s model of planning. action. observation
and feedback. Collection of data was done in two manners for the qualitative and
quantitative results.

The qualitative analysis of the data was done by interpretating and summarizing
the data and checking for the validity of the results before making a narrative report.

The quantitative analysis was done by applying the nonparamatic statistics. the
Run Test and wilcoxon Test. using the SPSS/PC computer program.

The results of qualitative research showed that the organization for the teaching of
“The Environment” topic which was based on the principles of action research enabled
the students 10 gain new knowlsdge and experience. They found it interestng as
well as entertaining. The students became more cooperative and agreeable. Furthermore.
most of them had developed a berar attitude toward the environment.

The results of quantitative research showed that, after the first Wilcoxon Test on
the topic of the Environment. The Ecological System. The Water. The Forest and The
Litter. and the second Wicoxon Tes: on the topic of The Energy. The Chemical Substances.
The Air and The Soil. the students’ knowledge about environment had improved
significantly at the .05 level o significantly. However. when a Run Test was
administered at the end of the instruction on the topic of The Environment. The
Ecological System. The Water. The Forest and The Litter. the numbers of students who
made scosres above 80% and thos: who made below 80% did not differ significantly. A
Run Test upon the completion oo the instruction on the topic of The Energy. The
Chemical Substances. The Air and The Soil vielded similar results. ie. the numbers of
students who made scores above SO % and those who made below 80% didnot differ
significantly. These results showec that this method of instruction could not raise the
students” leamning achievement up 1o 80%. However. when the students were given
two attitude tests by using Wilcoxon Test. it was found that the students had developed

a better arttitude toward invironment significantly at the .05 level of significantly.



