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ABSTRACT

_ 247766

This descriptive research was conducted with the aims to explore and understand
caring situation and investigating condition factors involving in providing cares for ten
HIV/AIDS school-aged children at home by caregivers. Ten volunteering informants as
caregivers were purposefully sampled. They were recommended and introduced by involved
nurses and a volunteering group supporting HIV/AIDS patients at Chumphae Hospital in
Khon Kaen Province. The target situation is a home of each child within Chumphae sub-
district as well as in the clinic for anti ~-HIV/AIDS virus in the Chumphae hospital. Data
were collected from December 2008 to December 2009, using qualitative method, resulted
from in-depth Interview, focus group discussion, and participant observation. Content
analyses were performed simultaneously with data collection and intense analyses were

conducted after data collection was completed.

The findings revealed main factors involving in providing cares for HIV/AIDS
school-aged children at home by caregivers that the majority of the caregivers are the
elderly who are family members or close relatives of the HIV/ AIDS affected children.
Seven main home cares provided to the children are as follows: 1. Daily routine hygienic
caring such as a) cleaning the house and the child body, b) providing food, according to
their financial condition, c¢) promoting better and applier environments for learning and
playing, d) providing antiretroviral drugs on time, e) encouraging to take part in

housework, f) guiding to take enough sleep and exercise, 2. Preventing them from getting
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more infections and spreading their disease, 3. Care when the occurring some abnormal
symptoms, 4. Taking them to the hospital for follow-up or if necessary with some
occurring abnormal symptoms, 5. Take care of their social psychological health, 6. Look
for home wider care network. Condition factors of care were: 1) health status of the
HIV/AIDS children, 2) health status of care givers, 3) the potential or ability for caring of
the caregiver, 4) the potential or ability for caring of children 5) their family financial
situation, 6) their relationship among the family members, 7) the home health care service

of the involved health care personnel.

The overall findings of the study provided some suggestions for the possible feasible
strategies in developing the quality of caring giving for HIV/AIDS school-aged children at
home by caregivers through the emphasis on the potential of the caregivers themselves as
well as the development of models of home caring giving focusing on parcicipaﬁoﬁ of home
caregivers and involved health care personnel in order to best meet the needs of the all

people involving in the specific context of HIV/AIDS child home care.
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