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Investigators: Patranit Srijuntrapun

Social Sciences and Humanities, Mahidol University

This study aims to 1): investigate lived experiences [or social factors] of visually
impaired persons by using DFID’s Sustainable Livelihood Framework, and 2): to create a
Sustainable Livelihood Framework of visually impaired persons by use of a mixed
methodology. Data is collected from 364 visually impaired persons by quantitative
methods, and from 12 visually-impaired persons who participated in qualitative methods of
in-depth interview, and from 6 successful visually impaired persons are joined in Lesson
Learned.

The quantitative and qualitative study results show consistency. To make visually
impaired persons living to be sustainable, 2 factors must be added in DFID’s Sustainable
Livelihood Framework that are 1) attitude capital must be added in living capital part and 2)
social acceptance must be added in livelihood outcome part. These two factors give
visually impaired persons an opportunity to be a part of society, to have rights like normal
person and could participate to set a policy to develop visually impaired persons. So the
disabled person development would be managed in the right and suitable way which is

truly consistent with visually impaired person’s needs to create sustainable livelihood.
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