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Information Acquisition and Behavior of Prathomsuksa Six

Students in Khon Kaen on the Consumption of Food Additives
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ABSTRACT

Consumption of iood containing hazardous tocd additives in one of
the environmental problems which seriously affected to the consumers’
health. Fducational background and information acquired through various

¢

mass media can assist children consumers’ awareness about this maiter. Pri-
mary school children are a group of consumers in the growing pericd of life
both mental and phyvsical growth. They need fo consume healthy food for

theit physical development to be good resource persons in the nation.

The purpose of this research was to ztudy the information acquisi-
tion and consumers’ behavior concerning consumpiion of food with foed addi-

tives.

The sample was Prathomsuk:za Six students in nine schoois from Natio-
nal Education Board, Municipal schools, and Office of the Private Education
Commission schools. Simple random sampling was used in the study. There are

two classes in each school.

A one-way analysis of variance, multiple classification analysis and

chi-square were used for an analvsis of data.



The results were analysed from 674 complete questionairs. It was
found that the c¢hildren acquired information through mass media mostly by

television while their teacher:s were personnel refercnce source.

Survey ot ftood additive consumption behavior indicated that fish
sauce was the most populatr food additive used at home and vinegar was occa-
sionally used. For selection oif commercial food additives, they noticed

from the official permitted label of the products.

In the matter ot dicisgion making for food consumption, they made

their decission of purchasing on food value price and their budget.

Analysis of reiation between consumption lood «untaining, food addi-
tives behavior, and factors invelved indicated that sex, daily budgei, per-
sonal home made lunch packed, acquisition information and food additives
used at home were the variation factors influenced consumption behavior

with statistical significantly different at p < 0.05.



