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The objective of this research is to analyze the crime discourse and decoding
of crime news by criminals after release in the media of three types of crimes: a)
swingLinQ sexual parties, b) technical school student brawls and c) murder in special
circumstances of ethnic drug smugglers. The research tools, or methods of analysis,
employed was to review documents and interview felons.

The results of this study found that the crime discourse was influenced by
social ideologies that members of the media would use as a framework for the
reporting of the circumstances. This phenomenon then determines what the public
will be told and is made evident in their reactions. In addition, the crime reporting
serves as a social benchmark for the gravity of the crime based on the influence
enjoyed by the average citizen over those who demonstrate unacceptable behavior.
Thus, it can be seen that in crime news, the media, or reporters, play an important
role in maintaining social ideologies as well as the public influence.

With members of the media acting as the encoders, decoding of crime news
by the criminals was found to offer secondary meanings, which fall under the frame
of social principles established through the criminals’ experiences combined with
their local culture. These meanings can then, at times, contradict the meanings for

the crimes as encoded by the media based on the framework of social ideologies.
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