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Abstract

A Conference on Language revival and community development was held by
the Institute of Language and Culture for Rural Development on 28-29 October 2008
supported by the Thailand Research Fund and Ministry of Social Development and
Human Security. The objective was to promote the exchange of knowledge and
experience between the ethnic groups who work on community research. This
conference provided a good opportunity for academics, supporting organizations, and
other agencies to meet and publicize research results, at the same time.

The community based research of ethnic groups for revitalized language and
culture was initiated with the Chong group in Chanthaburi province in 2002. Since then,
other ethnic groups have become interested in similar programs for the revitalization of
their languages. As a result, community based researches by other ethnic groups have
been conducted, for example, the Nyahkur group in Chaiyaphum province, the So
(Thaveung) group in Sakolnakorn province, the Gong in Suphanburi, Mon group in
Ratchaburi province, Mlabri, Mpi, and Hmong in Phrae province. At present, there are
more than twelve ethnic groups interested in this project and working on language
revitalization.

Research results from each ethnic group were presented at the conference
along with academic commentary as well as individual work. Also, exhibitions and
displays of hand-made products of the twelve ethnic groups were also presented.

More than 400 people attended. This conference will encourage ethnic groups
to be more aware of the importance of studying and preserving their heritage,
language and culture. The conference provided an opportunity for ethnic group to
experience and practice presentation and to exchange views among themselves.

The benefits obtained from this conference were to develop individual capacity,
learn research knowledge from other groups, and receive suggestions for further
improvement. Moreover, these outcomes will encourage stability in the communities in

the future.
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