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ABSTRACT

Lacking of knowledge and carefulness in using the pesticides for
vegetable farming might bring hazards to both farmers and vegetable
consummers. The objectives of this research were to study the behavior
of vegetable farmers in using the pesticides in Amphur Mueng, Khon
Kaen Province, to study kinds of pesticides used, and also to study
the knowledge and attitude of the vegetable farmers in  using the
pesticides. Interviewing was conducted by interviewing 170 vegetable
farmers from 170 vegetable farms as the sampler size from 5 villages
in Amphur Mueng, Khon Kaen Province, also the qualitative research was
conducted by the depth interviewing and observing. This research was
proceeded between January - June 1992.

Results were, most of vegetable farmers used the pesticides in
the evening during 4.00-6.00 P.M., and 22.94% of the farmers used the
pesticides both in the morning and evening, in the morning during
6.00-8.00 A.M., small amount of farmers stopped using the pesticides
to drink the' water, they did not wash their hands by soaps or
detergents before drinking the water. most of vegetable farmers closed
their noses and mouths for pesticide hazard protection by using the
Thaiman bath towels (Thai calied Pa-Kao-Ma) hair covered clothes and
respiratory protective devices, but most of the respiratory protective
devices were not in good quality because they could not protect the
farmers from pesticide hazards, 10.59% of farmers dressed themselves
in complete safety suits to avoid the pesticide hazards by wearing the

gloves and boots, closing the noses and mouths, while they were



spraying the pesticides they would stand at the windward point and
stepped backward to the windward point, 94.12% of farmers took a bath
after finish spraying the pesticides, 60% of farmers got abnormal
symptoms on bodies from using the pesticides, the abnormal symptoms
were, having sweat at arms and legs, itched at hands and skin,
benumbed at the parts of body that touched the pesticides, vertigo,
nausea, vomit, 25.49% of the farmers who got those abnormal symptoms
would have abnormal symptoms on their bodies all the times when they

used the pesticides in the farms. The pesticides they used in

- vegetable farms were Mevinphos, Methyl Parathion, Methamidophos and

Prothiophos. Ratio of pesticides to water as the pesticide
concentration they used, they studied from the lebels on pesticide
containers, they mixed some violent chemical substances in the
pesticides in order to increase more effectiveness, most of vegetables
that the farmers spread the pesticides on were puk-ka-na, white
lettuces and long beans, 06.47% of farmers said that the pesticides
they used in the farms were very hazardous to their bodies. to avoid
the hazards from using those pesticides they would perform themselves
follow the recommendations of the lebels on pesticide containers for
examples; dressing in the complete safety suits, drinking the beverage
(orange juice) after spraying the pesticides in the farms.

The vegetable farmers had the recommendation that they should
be trained about the techniques how to select and use the pesticides
and equipments in order to protect themselves from hazards of

pesticide using.



