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ABSTRACT

This research is a case study based on the
gualitative research method. Its objectives were to identify
knowledge, understanding and means of practices of primary
school teachers working in the underachieved school cluster
"Kud Nam Sai" on educational measurement and evaluation.
Problems &and obstacles in the process of work on test
construction, administration, and evaluation were also
investigated. The schools chosen to be cases for this study

were those of the lowest and the highest educational
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outcome in the Kud Nam sai cluster. These two schools
were renamed "Ban Non Hin" and "Ban Nong Takhrai”
respectively in order to protect their identities.

The results were as follows.

Ban Non Hin and Ban Nong Takhrai Schools had similar
characteristics. That is, there were altogether six
teachers in each school and only two of them teach Pratom
6 pupils. Their main method of teaching was lecturing and
after that having the pupils do the assignmentis. In
measurement and evaluation, every teacher had Dbeen
trained. They also realized that these were their
duties. Moreover, they had to prepare various documents
such as register, pupil report books, transcripts, etc.
Besides, teachers had the same opinions that the present
regulations of evaluation were suitable.

The process of measurement and evaluation was
divided into two types. The first one was evaluation to
improve learning and instruction. It was found that
teachers in both schools tended to teach new lessons
without checking back the pupils’ basic knowledge or
whether or not they passed the learning objectives of
the previous lessons. puring the course of their teaching,
teachers occasionally measured and evaluated pupils by
observing, interviewing, and checking the assignments.
Preparing documents determined in the regulations of
evaluation was neither complete nor up-to-date. In
testing at the end of the first and semesfer about

the Knowledge part, the school ¢group prepared the
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instruments, conducted the testing, and reported the
outcomes while the teachers conducted all the practical
tests. The second type of this process was
evaluation to determine the result of learning. It was
based on three criteria: attendance, achievements of the
learning objectives, and the results of the test at the
end of the year.It was evident that checking attendance at
both schools was not in sccord withthe real situations. At
the same time,the checking of achievements of the learning
objectives was usually done oOn the 1last week of the
semester by observing and evaluating each pupil in a very
short time. For testing Pratom 6 pupils at the end of the
year,Khon Kaen Provincial Primary Education Office prepared
the instruments whereas teachers in the school cluster
conducted the testing.

In constructing test items, most teachers did not
produce their own testis. The school cluster therefore has
taken the responsibilities in constructing tests namely:
the tests measuring learning objectives written in the
class book from Pratom 1 (P.02-2/1) to Pratom 6
{P.02-2/6) which cover all learning area; &nd the
achievement tests at the end of the semester. The
construction of these two types of tests had similar
procedures. The school cluster board decided that the
working group of academic center construct the tests.
This working group discussed, planned, and stipulated the
scope of contents. Then the duties were divided among

them to write parallel test items. The process was, for
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example, was dividing the number of the total test items
by the number of learning objectives to be tested, which
resulted in the number of test items to be constructed
for each objective. Besides, the construction of tests
was based on selection, improvement, adjustment of tests
from Learning Objectives Evaluation Book, Exercise Books,
and the Teacher’s Manuals. More items were constructed to
be in line with the learning objectives. When adeguate
number of items Were constructed, they were typed on
stencils, proof read, and sent to the office of school
cluster. The working group at the academic center then
duplicated the tests, stapled them together, packed in
cases, ready for use

From the analysis of the Achievement Tests at the
end of the first and sccond semester, it was found thst
most tests measured knowledge and memory. ¥hen
considering the quality of good test items, it was seen
that most of them were good. The content and the
measuring capacity were in accordance with Khon Kaén
Pupil Evaluation Form. Characteristic Development Group
and Work Experiences Group were mostly in line with the
mentioned form. This made the pupils in Kud Nam Sai
School Cluster achieve the two experience group at a higher
level than other experience group.

Problems and obstacles in measurement and
evaluation were also found. Teachers had many duties.
Each one had to teach pupils 20-25 hours per week. They

had to do other special works such as data processing,
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clerical work, various projects, etc. These made them
have +very little time to prepare instruments to measure

the learning, to teach supplementary classes, and to lay
plans in using instruments efficiently. As for pupils,
they tended to be absent from school to help their
parents work. Most parenis were very poor. They had to
work hard so they had little time looking after the
children. W¥hen the children finished Pratom 6, they
usually 1left school to work. Moreover, the allocated
budget was not sufficient for the demands of the school
and school cluster,resulting in ineffective administration
of work and project work.

Factors that effect the system of evaluation were
teachers, administrators, parents or guardians, system of
academic administretion, community and environment. Both
schools above had similar factors. That is, the community
was situated in the area far from communication.
Environment in community did not help pupils and parents
fell enthusiastic on education. It is evident from this
study that the difference between the school with high
quality, Ban Non Hin, and that with low gquality, Ban
Nong Trakhrai lie basically on the attention to Work of
administrators and teachers and readiness of students in

learning



