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Global warming is an important national problem with severe effects
on society, economy, and even the existence of human beings. One of the
causes is human activity, including the use of energy and agricultural
activities, as well as the daily consumption of numerous products. Consumers
do not command the requisite knowledge of relevant data such that they can
make informed and responsible decisions in selecting products whose use
entails low carbon dioxide (CO72) emissions as a by-product of consumption.

These problems have led the researcher to study carbon labeling
measures. At present, Thailand has so far certified two types of carbon labels:
a carbon reduction label and a carbon foot print label through the measures

adopted by Thailand Greenhouse Gas Management Organization (Public

(6)



Organization). 247924

In this thesis, the researcher investigates the important consumer
protection right that consumers have the right to be informed, particularly in
regard to the issue of being recipients of data concerning global warming
problems resulting from the product manufacturing process of products they
may use. Accordingly, the researcher has studied criteria used in consumer
protection laws in respect to labels in addition to concep.ts and theories of
sustainable development and principles governing the notion of corporate
social responsibility (CSR).

Findings are as follows:

The concept of “CSR” entails that under the Constitution of the
Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2550 (2007) entrepreneurs are not compelled to
display carbon labels. Whether they do so or not is on a voluntary basis with
the exception of being required to divulge analogous data in cases in which a
said product has direct and specific consequences for the health of product
purchasers or consumers. The law which importantly protects consumers by
ensuring they have the right to be given accurate and fair information
concerning products is the Consumer Protection Act, B.E. 2522 (1979) and its
second issue, B.E. 2541 (1998). This law is a special law which grants an
exception to the general principle that entrepreneurs are normally at liberty to
pursue commercial activities with the express concurrence of the highest law

of the state.

(7)
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Therefore, the effects of a voluntary approach to the matter of carbon
labels is incompatible with consumer participation in the conservation and
protection of natural resources and becoming fully aware of the deleterious
environmental consequences of consuming some producfs. The consequence
is that entrepreneurs do not follow environmentally friendly manufacturing
processes when producing products. This is in derogation of the human right
to live in a good environment. The law attests to this right and encourages
members of the general public to participate in the maintenance of high
environmental quality.

Therefore, the researcher recommends the development of pertinent
legal principles requiring the imparting of data concerning the degree of
carbon dioxide emitted in the course of manufacturing products. This would
present consumers with a viable alternative if desirous of selecting for
consumption products with low carbon foot prints. It would also be the case
that such legal measures would be congruent with the concept of the

sustainable development of society in all of its dimensions.
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