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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to determine the mental health

characteristics and compare the mental health levels of Klongphai

prisoners.

The subjects were 180 prisoners of Klongphai Central Penitentiary,
Nakorn Ratjasima. They were divided into three egual groups by using

the time of punishment. Each group consisted of 60 prisohers.
The SCL-90 form was used in collecting the data concerning the
mental health characteristics of Klongphai prisoners. The SCL-90 form
consists of 9 Categories, i.e.,Somatization, Obsessive-Compulsive,

Interpersonal-Sensitivity, Depression, Anxiety, Hostility, Phobic

Anxiety, Paranoid Ideation and Psychoticism. The reliability of SCL-S0

form is .78 .



To analyze the data, the average values of each Category of
mental health were evaluated. The computed average values of each
mental health characteristics were compared with the normal level
of mental health charaéteristics as arranged in 1977 by the Department
of Psychology, Somdej Chao Praya Hospital, Ministry of Public Health.
'F-test and S-test were used to compare significant differences between
means of mental health characteristics of the three groups of the
prisoners. The main conclusions were

1. Each mental health characteristics of 10 - 24 year group
was normal high, except the Interpersonal - Sensitivity and Hostility
Categories were normal. |

2. Each mental health characteristics of 25 - 34 year group
was normal high, except the Interpersonal - Sensitivity and Hoétility
categories were normal.

3. Eight mental health characteristics of 35 year onward group
were higher than the normal level, except the Interpersonal - Sensi-
tivity category was normal high.

4, Each mental health chafacteristic of the 180 prisoners was
normal high, except the Depression and Psychoticism categories were
higher than the normal level, being 61.11 % and 47.78 % higher than
the normal level respectively.

5. There were significant differences between means of mental
health éharacteristics of all groups at .0l level.

6. There was no significant difference between means of mental

health characteristics of the 10-24 year group and 25-34 year group.



7. There were significant differences between the mental health
characteristics of the 10-24 year group and the 35 year orward group

at .01 level in three Categories of Somatization, Obsessive-Compulsive

and Psychoticism.

8. There was a significant difference between the mental health
characteristics of the 25-34 year groub and the 35 year onward group

at .01l level in Interpersonal-Sensitivity category.

9. The average values of all the mental characteristics of the

35 year onward group were higher than the other two groups.



