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The current state of knowledge of Thai folktales in China
Suphacha Sriratanaban®

Abstract

This study is aimed at reviewing the current state of knowledge of and research on Thai
folktales in China by analyzing books, graduate theses, and journal articles published in China between
1980 and 2018. The books analyzed are gathered from the Main Library of Peking University in Beijing,
China, while theses and papers are collected from three Chinese online databases: CNKI, Wanfangdata,
and CQVIP, using the following keywords: Zg[, [i[RISC5, #fiii, (5154 and [R[E# =, The finding is that
there have been a continually growing interest in Thai folktales in China over the past two decades,
reflected in the increased number of academic works and the widening range of relevant research
topics. A total of 80 related works have been found and can be categorized as: 3 books, 8 chapters
or sections in books, 7 articles, 8 Master’s theses, and 54 journal articles. The topics that have attracted
researchers’ interest include comparative analysis of folktales of different branches of the Tai people,
as well as comparative analysis between folktales of Thai people and those of the Zhuang ethnic

group in China.

Keywords: 1. Thai folktales 2. China

2 Lecturer, Division of Chinese, Department of Eastern Languages, Faculty of Humanities, Chiang Mai University, Chiang Mai,
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