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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study some basic
characteristics concerning age, sex, educational accomplishment,
main occupation of parents, need for higher level of education,
family size and area being occupied by the family, location of
schools and migration of families of Prathomsuksa 6 students of
Border Patrol Police Schools in the Northeastern Region, and to
study and compare their interests in agricultural occupations. A
sample of 218 students was selected by multiple random sampling.
Data were collected by the use of interview schedules and the data
obtained were statistically analyzed and compared by percentages,

arithmetic means, standard deviation, t-test and F-test.



The results showed that there were 50.0% male students in the
group and the whole group had the average age of 12.0 years old. Most
of the students, 73.9%, earned the average grade points in the range
of 2.00-3.00. The main occupation of their fathers and mothers was
agriculture with the percentages of 75.2 and 78.4, respectively. Most
of the students, 63.3%, wished to continue their education at a
higher level. Most of the students were from the families with
average members of 5-6 persons and less than 11 rai of cultivated
land area. Almost half of students were the native of the upper
region of the Northeast and 68.3% of the families did not migrate to
any other areas within the past five years.

within the group of the students, 69.7% of them showed their
interests in carrying out their occupations in agriculture. Important
reasons of being interested in agricultural occupations were :
earning fairly good income, loving crop cultivation and being able to
live in the countryside. Furthermore, farming profession reduced
their daily expenses and it was an independent career. They loved
raising animals, did not need to migrate and invested with less
capital.

The students showed their interests in many agricultural
activities e.g. raising broilefs, layers, native chickens, and
fisheries. The cultivation of crops also lied on their interest such
as the cultivation of bananas, chili pepper, egg plants, and
tomatoes. They had also shown their interests in the technique of
multiple cropping systems incq;porated with the raising of some
animals on their farms. They showed their interest on floriculture
such as the cultivation of jasmine and roses, and growing of

mushroom.



For the students who were not interested in agricultural
profession, they gave some Te€asons such as did not have enough
capital investment and there was not enough government extension
workers to give some advice for them and their interest lied on other
professions e.g. police, barber, tailor and shop attendants.

With some comparisons on @gricultural occupations in relation
to their different backgrounds, the results showed that (1) male
students were interested in growing field crops more than female
students but female students were interested in growing floricultural
crops and the processing of agricultural products than male students;
(2) students who had poor average grade points were interested in
growing field crops more than those students who had average grade
points of moderate and high levels, (3) students who did not wish to
continue their education at a higher level were interested in raising
livestock more than those who wished to continue their education. On
the contrary, students who wishéa to continue their education at a
higher level were interested in selling agricultural products more
than those did not wish to continue their education, (4) students who
were members of small families were interested in selling
agricultural products more than those from medium and large families,
(5) students from families of medium size of farm lands were
interested in growing floricultural crops more than those from small
and large sizes of farm lands but students from families of small
size of farm lands were intesested in other agricultural activities
more than those from medium and large sizes of farm lands, (6)
students who were living on lower part of the Northeastern Region

were interested in growing rice, vegetables, orchards, livestock and



other agricultural activities more than those of the upper part of
the region. On the contrary, students who were living in the upper
part of the region were interested 1in selling agricultural products
more than those of the lower part of the region, (7) students whose
parents used to migrate from place to place were interested in
raising poultry more than those whose parents did not migrate.

From the results of this research, it was suggested that
agricultural occupations were suitable for Prathomsuka 6 Students of
Northeast Border Patrol Police Schools. Important reasons made the
students interested in agricultural occupations were : being able to
earn income, loving natural environment, loving crop and animal
production, having more freedom, and did not need to migrate. The
important agricultural activities which were interested by the
students were poultry raising, fishery, rice growing, vegetable and
orchard growing and integrated farming. When providing some advices,
supports and training programs the following characteristics of
students should be considered : sex, average grade points, need for
higher level of education, family size, the size of land area of

familiy, school location and migration of their families.



