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Abstract 2 5 0 11 3 7

Rock salt brine, commonly found in the Northeastern region of Thailand, can be used
for rock salt production. Boiling or sun drying the brine renders water content, thus yielding rock
salt crystal. Even though, in the Northeastern region, boiling process is more popular compared
to the sun drying one, the process is recently limited by the shortage of rice husk, the main
burning fuel. Therefore, utilization of rock salt brine without boiling process was investigated.
One of the novel methods of using rock salt brine was to combine the brine with Plara,
traditional fermented fish of the Northeastern region, and make fishery value added products
such as Plara sauce and fish sauce. The experimental studies showed that making Plara
sauce from rock salt brine required 2 steps. The first step, color of rock salt brine was adjusted
to the brownish color by addition of caramelized sugar at the ratio of 1:3 (caramelized sugar:
rock salt brine). The second step, the brine was combined with ground Plara at the ratio of
Plara: the brine of 4:6 and boiled. The boiled liquid was then filtrated to remove fish bone and
rice bran. After that, the liquid was bottled and kept for 2 months at room temperature to ripen
the sauce. The production of first grade fish sauce from rock salt brine and Plara was achieved
by combining Pléra with the brine at the ratio of 1:1. Then, the content was boiled, filtrated out
the unwanted large solid particles such as bone and rice bran, and re-filtrated with “E-Z Plara
Residue Removal Equipment” to remove light weight Plara residue. Then, the clear brown fish

sauce was bottled and kept to ripen for 2 months at room temperature.
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