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ABSTRACT
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The propose of this research is to investigate 1) the status of social and environmental
risk of communities in Thai-Lao border area 2) the social and environmental risk management of
communities in Thai-Lao border area 3) the factors influencing the social and environmental risk
management of communities in Thai-Lao border area. Mixed methods, qualitative and
quantitative study, were performed. In qualitative study, were collected by in-depth interview,
participated and non-participated observation. The key-informants included chairman and
committees of communities, an elder person, scholar and qualified person. In quantitative study,
data were collected by structural interview schedule from leader of 285 villages or communities
in 3 districts of Thai-Lao border area in Mukdahan province. Data was analyzed by SPSS
application and Structure Equation Model which used LISREL application.

The findings of this study are that moreover, 61.1% of the communities’ social and
environmental risk statuses were in low level. The high social risk of communities was mostly
risky in inequality issue which reaches 49.1%. The communities which are at the lowest level of
social risk is about 60.4% of social conflicts and violence, 45.3% of loss of local wisdom and
knowledge is for almost communities undergo various dimensions of social risks in medium
level.

Environmental risk of communities in Thai—Lao border area is at the medium level which
is basically based on 50.5% of the environmental risk consisting 20.9% of the change of
riverbank and watercourse and 15.2% of the changes of water quality respectively. The low level
of environmental risk of communities in Thai-Lao border area is about forest destruction at

52.7%, pollution and decay of natural resources at 44.2%, and expenses of ecology and biological

diversity at 39.6%.
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The management of social and environmental risks of Thai-Lao border area is at the
medium level 53.3% emphasizing the most on the consideration of contexts and circumstances at
44.7%, 34.0% of the analysis and assessment of risks and 30.2% of the exploration and
identification of risks, respectively. In addition, community arrangement is at 29.5% and 25.3%
the counteraction of risk is at 25.3%. There are 2 types of the management of social and
environmental risk of communities in Thai-Lao border area comprising: 1) Informal management
relying on local customs and its mechanism through kinship ties; religious and beliefs; priests,
elderly people or leaders who are respectful in communities; and local performance and
recreations in order to prepare and prevent social and environmental risk, and be able to
counteract the risks or solve the problems. 2) Formal management depending on structural
mechanism of community via communities’ organizations, regulations in community, law and
related governmental administrations.

For statistic significance of social and environmental risk management, it is at 0.01 levels
(B = - 1.99). factors on water resource change is at statistic significance of 0.01 (B = 0.64)
indirectly supporting by government (Y = 0.37). These factors significantly illustrate the

management of social and environmental risk of communities in Thai — Lao border area at 78.0%.

(R’=0.78)
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