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ABSTRACT

This research aimed to 1) study the characteristics of personal factors, the knowledge level about
politics, administration, and public management, the ideal level, and the expectancy level on the local administration
reform according to the opinion framework on the participation in Thailand local administration reform, 2) conduct the
comparative study of personal factors and the knowledge level, the ideal level, and the expectancy level, 3) study the
relationship between the knowledge level, the ideal level, and the expectancy level, 4) study and analyze the support
factors and the factors which were the problems and restrictions on Thailand local reform according to the opinion
framework on the participation in Thailand local administration reform, 5) study the policy recommendations about the
opinion framework on the participation in Thailand local administration reform and find the guidelines on Thailand
local administration according to university students’ ideal and expectancy. The research was done with mixed
method. As for the quantitative research, the questionnaires and tests were used for the sample groups of 394 people.
As for the qualitative research, the interview was used for the sample groups of 85 people. The statistics used for data
analysis were as follows: 1) Descriptive statistics consisted of frequency (N), percentage (%), mean (X), and standard
deviation (S.D.). 2) Analytical statistics consisted of T-TEST, ONE-WAY ANOVA (F-TEST), PEARSON
PRODUCT MOMENT CORRELATION, and SPEARMAN RANK-ORDER CORRELATION. The statistical
significance for data analysis was 0.05.

The research results were as follows: The sample groups’ knowledge level was moderate. The sample
groups’ ideal level was high. And the sample groups’ expectancy level was moderate. Moreover, the researcher found
that the personal factors affecting the knowledge level were age, education, and grade point average. The personal
factors affecting the ideal level were the province and the university where students studied. The personal factors
affecting the expectancy level were gender, province, university, major, and grade point average. The expectancy level
correlated with the knowledge level in the opposite direction at a very low level and significantly correlated with the
ideal level in the same direction at the level of 0.01. The government should, therefore, give the importance to
Thailand local reform guidelines on provincial public sector restructuring, direct election of governor, dissolution of
Provincial Administrative Organization, legislation on local election, amendment to related law and regulations,
promotion of various local law, establishment of People Council for Local and Provincial Reform, establishment of
National Local Administrative Council, and increase in people’s participation roles on the conditions of basic
knowledge affecting the expectancy on local administration as follows: constitution, public administration, good
governance, and general law to encourage people to have knowledge and bring about the ideal and the expectancy for
achievement in Thai local reform.
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