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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this study were 1) to examine factors and causes of the coup d’etat
arising from B.E. 2509 to 2549; 2) to investigate the roles of the Special Force in the coup d’etat
from B.E. 2509 to 2549; and 3) to analyze the impacts from the coup d’etat toward the Thai
politics development. It was a qualitative research that the researcher had reviewed researches,
articles, books, periodicals and printed matters related to the role of the Special Force toward the
political intervention. Moreover, 10 military officers that had been working in the Special Forces
Regiment 1-5 and experienced the Coup during B.E. 2509 to 2549 were interviewed. Findings
could be summarized as follows:

Factors and causes of the coup d’etat arising from B.E. 2509 to 2549 were from internal
factors of the military system as well as external factors. In other words, internal factors of the military
system included military structural characteristics with solid command, military officers’ political
ideology, political leaders’ endeavors to change the internal policy of the army, impact of military
officers’ interests. Besides, social environmental factors were comprised of entitlement of the civilian
government, the administration efficiency, the failure of economic problem solving, violence and
conflict in the society, and agitation toward the monarchy.

With respect to the roles of the Special Force in of the coup d’etat from B.E. 2509 to
2549, the study found that there were both similarities and differences among the past military
coups. The similarities were that commanders of the coup were mostly from the highest authority

in the army. According to their strategy, they seized power from the government and set up a



shadow government with military backup. Furthermore, the differences were the era before B.E.2549
that the coup, for the most part, used violence to seize control of political protest, for example in 6
October B.E.2519 coup and 20 October B.E.2520 coup. However, the B.E.2549 coup was the
quiet one that there was no blooding, fighting, and injured.

In terms of impacts from the coup toward the Thai politics development, it indicated that
coup d’etat was consistently the Thai political cycle. Thus, it was unavoidable that coup d’etat
affected the Thai political development which obstructed democracy development process. It was also
considered to be the military dictatorship culture reproduction that became one of the political cultures.

It might cause the custom that coup d’etat was one of the practices in the country’s administration.



