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#  ABSTRACT

The objectives of this research were to study the relationship between background,
socio - economic factors of farmers housewife group members for OTOP, Chiang Mai Province
and to investigate information needs through mass media and internet including problems and
recommendation for mass media and internet presentation in agricultural extension. The study
was conducted by using questionnaire to interview 180 farmer samples. Data was collected and
statistically analyzed in terms of minimum and maximum value, frequency distribution,
percentége, mean, standard deviation. Stepwise Multiple Regression Analysis were also
calculafed for evaluating the relationship between the dependent and independent variables.

From research findings, it was found that 91.1 percent of farmer samples were female
with the average age of 44 years old. Most of them were married with primary education level.
The average number of family numbers were 4 persons and had their farm land of 10.45 rai

with the average income of 167,911.10 baht. The majority of them were member of the



Agriculture Cooperatives, withou} any social status. Information sources, all of them television
95.6 percent, their neighbors 91.7 percent and from internet 33.3 percent.

The level of farmers needs for mass media were at medium level. It was found that 91.7
percent of farmer samples were information needs through newspaper, that 90.6 percent of farmer
samples were information needs through pamphlet, that 93.9 percent of farmer samples were
information needs through radio, that 98.3 percent of farmer samples were information needs
through television and 52.2 percent of farmer samples were information needs through internet.

From  hypothesis test, it was found that education was related significantly with
information needs for through by mass media at 0.05 level, social status and frequency of
receiving information about OTOP were related significantly related to information needs
through by mass media at 0,01 level.

The important problems of receiving agricultural and OTOP news from mass media and
interriet were no newspaper available and other media were more interesting, Pamphlet were not
available and other media were more interesting. Radio were difficult to understand and contents
were not related to the specified area. Television contents were not related to the specified area,
on air time not match free time and too short program. Internet were no time to use and were
expensive. !

Farmers’ recommendation were information content should be more in detail than
present, on air time should be matched with farmers’ free time, moderator should be
straightforward having specific time for agriculture, E-mail service and video rent for farmers

should be initiated. Information media should be connected among Department of Agricultural

Extension, government and farmers. Besides, internet service cost should be reduced.



