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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study (1) basic personal socio-economic
condition of village agricultural volunteers, (2) knowledge regarding the role of village
agricultural volunteers on agricultural extension work, (3) opinion and satisfaction of village
agricultural volunteers toward their work performance according to the roles of agricultural
extension, (4) problems and suggestions for the roles of village agricultural volunteers.

In this study, data were collected by interview from all of the population or a
number of 115 village agricultural volunteers. Data were analyzed by using statistics
including percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum value, and standard deviation.

Results of the study found that (1) most of the village agricultural volunteers
were male with the average age of 51.92 years. The main occupation was agriculture while
part time job included small business and working for wages. The average household
income from agricultural sector was 203,000 baht/year. The average annual income from non-
agricultural sector was 106,000 baht. The average total household income was 307,000
baht/year. The average total agricultural land was 22.8 rai (1 rai = 1,600 square meters). Out
of 18.30 rai belonged to them and the rest 4.52 rai were rented by them. The average
household agricultural labor was 2.68 persons; the average male labor was 1.62 persons, and
the average female labor was 1.07 persons. For social appointment, most of them were in the
village committee position. The average work performance was 2.87 years. Most of the
group members/agricultural institute members were customers of the Bank for Agriculture
and Agricultural Cooperatives. The reason for being village agricultural member, they were
selected by community leaders and because of their agricultural occupation. Besides, they
had previously been trained and some of them went on study visit. In terms of basic
agricultural recording, most of them learned from public relations, media, individual, and
from activity participation which was mostly at medium level. (2) Most of the village
agricultural volunteers gained knowledge and understanding as they were representatives of
each village. On the topic of understanding in the roles, most of them answered correctly 10-
12 items from the total 15 questions. (3) The opinion towards needs in work performance and
opinion towards actual work performance of village agricultural volunteers, both issues were
at high level. The work was well supported by relevant work units under the Ministry of
Agriculture and Cooperatives. (4) Problems in work performance were at medium level.
They suggested that village agricultural volunteers should have salary for work motivation, in
data recording, they asked for clear explanation of forms by government officials. Hence,
training and study visit to other places should be organized enabling them to increase learning
skills in work performance as well as innovative technology transfer including integration
with relevant work units to facilitate the speed of work performance.

Keywords: Role, Village agricultural volunteer, Nakhon Si Thammarat Province
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