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Abstract

The purposes of this research were to study 1) fundamental, personal and socio-
economic circumstance of farmers 2) saba production circumstance of farmers 3) extension
needs for saba production of farmers participating in the Project of Saba Extension and
Quality Improvement.

Population included a number of 78 farmers participating in the Project of Saba
Extension and Quality Improvement in Yala Province in the year 2012. Data was collected
by interview and analyzed by computer program. Statistics used were percentage, minimum
value, maximum value, mean, frequency and standard deviation.

Research findings were as follows. 1) Most of the farmers were male with their
average age at 49.65 years. They were Muslim, married and completed primary education
level. Their average experience in saba growing was 5.15 years. At least they had attended
training for one time and mostly shared knowledge with neighbors. Household media for
receiving news included television, radio and academic documents while community media
was PR tower, reading stand and PR sign. Source of saba information was from government
officials, neighbors, radio, television, demonstration plot and brochure respectively.
However, the majority of them did not join group membership and were not appointed in
social position. Their average number of household members was 5.51 persons and out of
1.81 persons was their average labor. Their average occupied area was 21.59 rai where the
average saba growing area was 4.01 rai. Rubber plantation was their main occupation and
fruit orchard was their subordinate occupation earning 167,814.10 baht for their average
income. They were in debts mostly with the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural
Cooperatives and their relatives. 2) In terms of production circumstance; saba was grown as
multiple cropping. In soil preparation, soil was left to dry in the sun after eradication of weed
flora, there were many growing spaces, digging 30x30 cm.pit applying manure and compost.
There were many sizes of saba shoots for growing. The suitable period was around August till
October. They used lawn mower for weed flora eradication and appropriate ratio of manure
and chemical fertilizer application. Follower shoots and leaves cutting were correctly done by
most of them. Saba flower was cut after produced the last hand of saba. They preferred not to
cover with bag. It was hardly found insect disease but mostly leave roller and panama disease
were found. Mechanical control was the method for such prevention and eradication. To
harvest, they cut the saba stem by pulling it down, cutting the stem first, after that they cut
each hand of saba and managed the wholesale to merchants at home. 3) Farmers would like
to gain knowledge concerning fertilizer application, pest control, pit preparation, growing
space and weed flora eradication respectively. It was appeared the most needed channel
(media) for extension by farmers were manual, government staff, television, neighbor,
brochure, poster, merchant, radio and television respectively. While the most needed
methods for extension by farmers were lectures, demonstration and study visit respectively

Keywords: Saba, Extension Needs, Yala Province
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