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Abstract

The objectives of this study were (1) to study social and economic state of committee of
community enterprise groups in processing food and food products in Yasothon Province; (2) to study
their opinions on the operation of the community enterprise groups; (3) to study their opinions on
factors affecting the development of the community enterprise group network; (4) to study their
opinions on guidelines for developing the community enterprise group network; and (5) to study their
problems and suggestions on the development of the community enterprise group network.

The population in this study was the committee of community enterprise groups in
processing food and food products in Yasothon Province who were in 48 community enterprise groups
the competency of which was evaluated to be at good level. The 240 samples were selected by using
specific random sampling methodology. The data collecting process was to interview the studied
committee. The statistical methodology used to analyze the data by computer programs were
frequency, percentage, mean, maximum value, minimum value, and standard deviation.

The findings of this study were as follows: (1) the average age of the studied committee
was 48.12 years. More than a half of them were educated at higher secondary level. Almost all of them
were married. Almost a half of them were a member of the village fund and they were on the
committee of the village fund too. And all of them were on the committee of their community
enterprise group. They had been transferred information on the community enterprise groups from
personal media such as village leaders at much level and agricultural extension officials at medium
level. Their main occupation was a farmer. The average of their family income was 56,395.83
baht/year. Most of their income were obtained from their doing rice farming. (2) the community
enterprise groups were formed by community leaders and the support from related government sectors
at the most level. Most of their capital was derived from community resources, local wisdom, and
gathering shares from their members. Almost all of their members attended every meeting. More than a
half of their activity operation used raw materials in the local. And most of their budget was taken out
from the Bank for Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives. Their processing food products were
distributed both retail and wholesale, and their products were mostly found and bought at community
shops. (3) The Committee has agreed that the major factors affecting the development of the
Community Enterprise will bethe ability of the members to follow Policy and Project Direction
implemented by the Management of the Enterprise.(4)The Committee Members have agreed to develop
the Enterprise in phases. The preparation phases should include announcing that the Enterprise will be
formed. Organizing activities to share knowledge and share ideas amongst members. Organizing
regular meetings to discuss and support each other. In the Creation Phase, Members should be defining
Common Goals, selecting members to be on the Management Committee and Create Guidelines and
Regulations of the Enterprise. The Operational Phase should includeregular meetings amongst
Management and Members, including ideas on planning the direction of the Enterprise then
implementing those ideas by following the plans that were agreed upon. By grouping resources
together along with frequent Communication, Coordination and Leadership will enhance knowledge to
Members. During the Expanding Phase, the Committee has agreed that there should be connection
between Management, Marketing, Knowledge and Plans of Operations, Process of Production
Management, Increased Morals and to create new Leaders amongst Members.(5) Problems faced were;
Group was not able to come together to form the Network. As a result they regularly required
Government Officials to help with Coordination of the Local to Network level. They have suggested
that the Community should hold a meeting to exchange different Ideas and Knowledge amongst
members in order to have strong connection within the Network.

Keywords: Development of Community Enterprise Group Network, Processing Food and Food
Product, Yasothon Province
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