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Abstract

The purpose of this research were to study 1) socio-economic circumstance of
farmers 2) farmers’ needs toward type of media and contents of media to enhance cost
reduction 3) media development for the extension of reducing rice production cost 4)
satisfaction and suggestion for media development for the extension of reducing rice
production cost 5) correlation of social and economic factors with needs in type of media, in
contents and satisfaction towards media development for the extension of reducing
rice production cost.

The studied population comprised as follows. 1) A number of 240 target farmers
in 2013’s project of reducing, rice production cost, increasing yield and developing rice
production in Nong Ya Sai District of Suphan Buri Province. A number of 150 farmers were
selected by simple random sampling. 2) A number of 6 sub-district agricultural extension
agents. 3) A number of 6 agricultural leaders. Data was collected by structured interview
form and analyzed by computer program using statistics i.e. frequency, percentage, minimum
value, maximum value, mean and standard deviation.

The research findings were: 1) Male and female farmer were found at the same
ratio with the average age at 50.55 years. They completed primary education. Their average
experience in rice production was 25.13 years. Their average cost in rice production was
3,999 baht/rai. Most of them received newly agricultural information from agricultural
extension agents, television, training and village agricultural volunteers. 2) Farmers media
needs included manuals, brochures and video with contents in reducing the use of seeds,
fertilizer application, increasing soil fertility, sufficiency economy approach and practice on
farm account and household account. 3) Media development process comprised the following
steps; (1) identify type of media as desired by farmers (2) identify contents as desired by
farmers (3) develop planning for media development by identifying media pattern and media
outline (4) start the media development as planned schedule (5) seek advice from experts to
review manuscripts (6) improved as of experts’ advice (7) present to the target farmers (8)
improve to its best completion. 4) From the study, farmers’ satisfaction with the media for
extension of reducing rice production cost was found at the highest level. However, they
suggested enlarging letters, adding contents relevant to state of the arts on soil and fertilizer,
video presentation in short series via diverse presentation to draw more attention. 5) From the
relationship study, apparently there was a relationship between socio-economic factors and
needs in type of media as well as contents in media for extension of reducing rice production
cost.

Keywords: Media Development, Reducing Rice Production Cost, Suphan Buri Province
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