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Abstract

The purposes of this research were three-fold: first was to study a general situation of
ecotourism of Firefly Watching Tour, in Amphawa district, Samut Songkhram Province; second
was to explore the impacts of the social costs from such ecotourism emerging affecting various
involved parties in various sectors of economic activities; Third was to sustain communities,
various guidelines to develop ecotourism of Firefly Watching Tour based on principles of
economics especially the environmental economics were proposed and studied. Through field
survey, various research methods were conducted including questionnaires, group meeting, in-
depth interviews from the informants, namely tourists at Amphawa floating market, boat
entrepreneurs, boat drivers, villagers living at the edge of canals and the river, community
leaders.  Purposive sample technique was selected for small group meeting, while simple

random sampling was selected targeting for various tourists.

The results of the study showed that 1) Amphawa district which serves as destination of
ecotourism of Firefly Watching Tour had advantages of endowment including the fascinating site
of natural atmosphere comprising various small canals and the river; the official arrangement for
boating to Firefly Watching Tour began in 2005. From the start, there appears a boom in the
growing numbers of tourists for a number of years resulting in the expansion of the site for
Firefly watching, numbers of sightseeing boats from roughly 30-40 to 100-200. However, recently,
a decline in numbers of sightseeing boats due to the decrease in tourist numbers was
noticeable. 2) Regarding aspects of net social cost which was meant negative externality and
positive externality effects, various social costs took place including noises, water pollution,
garbage, bank erosion from heavy waterway waves created by sailing boats, light flash, and other
resource deterioration. 3) Regarding the guideline to sustain ecotourism development focusing
on Firefly Watching Tour, it was suggested that the policy of management on ecotourism should
be given a high priority, especially participation of community member, and other involved
parties. It was especially compensation for those negatively affected or losses by tourism
activities. The compensation fee was estimated at 10 baht per person. Various methods of such
compensation to develop and benefit the community were, for example, the provision of public

activities, and conservation of natural conservation.
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