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Abstract

The objectives of the research were to study 1) basic social and economic
conditions of the village soil improvement volunteer, 2) the operations of extension in
land development technology of the village soil improvement volunteer, 3) the
extension needs of land development technology of the village soil improvement
volunteer, and 4) problems and recommendations regarding the operations adhering to
the responsibility as the village soil improvement volunteer.

Population in this research consisted of 673 village soil improvement
volunteers who had received the training from Bueng Kan Land Development Station
in 2018. The sample size of 197 volunteer was determined by using Taro Yamane
formula with error level of 0.06. Data were collected by using interviewed
questionnaire and analyzed by statistics including percentage, mean, and standard
deviation.

The results of the research were showed that 1) majority of the village soil
improvement volunteers were male with an average of 56.41 years old and graduated
with secondary education or higher. They had an average household member of 5.10
persons, owned an average farmland of 23.50 Rai (1 Rai = 1,600 square meters), and
had an average family farm labor of 2.77 persons. Most of them applied to become
the village soil improvement volunteers themselves; the time period to serve as the
volunteer was approximately 10.01 years, and the most important reason to become
the volunteer was to solve their own soil problem. 2) All of the village soil
improvement volunteer operated in the extension of land development technology at
the highest level such as soil and water conservation, soil improvement for decreasing
production cost, increasing agricultural produces, sustainable soil utilization. Second
to that was the organizational development to be excellent in soil development, and
report to the officer was performed at the least level. 3) The village soil improvement
volunteers would like to receive an extension in the land development at the high
level about the documents or publications, then field trips and informal contact was
indicated at the least level. Furthermore, 4) majority of village soil improvement
volunteers had problems in operating the technology extension of land development at
a low level. In regards to production supplies, there were not enough comparing to
the needs of farmers and there was a suggestion to increase more agricultural
production supplies such as water resources in the rice field outside of the irrigation
area and molasses.

Keywords: Agricultural technology extension, Village soil improvement volunteer,
Soil development technology, Bueng Kan Province
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