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Abstract

The objectives of this research were (1) to analyze essence of the policy on equity of quality for basic education
at the national level during the 8™ (B.E. 2540 - 2544) to the 10" (B.E. 2550 - 2554) National Economic and Social Development
Plans; (2) to analyze results of implementation of the policy; and (3) to propose the framework for policy on equity of quality for
basic education at the national level for the next 20 years.

This study was a qualitative research comprising two stages. The first stage was the analysis of essence of the
policy and results of policy implementation. Data were obtained from documentary study. The main data sources were the
policy of the nine cabinets that the prime ministers announced to the parliament, and the reports of implementation of the
policy of each government; while the supplementary data sources were 665 announcements on equity of quality policy prepared
by the government, and the 32 data sources on expenditure budgets to implement the policy prepared by the government. The
data collecting instrument was a form for recording essence of the document. Data were analyzed with content analysis to
derive at inductive conclusions with the use of triangulation technique to verify validity of data sources. The second stage was
the verification and confirmation of appropriateness and feasibility of the framework for policy on equity of quality for basic
education. A focus group discussion was conducted involving 10 experts who had very high level of expertise on educational
policy. The employed research instruments were a draft of policy framework, and a form containing question guidelines for focus
group discussion. Data were analyzed with content analysis.

Research findings showed that (1) the educational policy was an important policy of each of the nine cabinets
during the time under study; its essence was the protection of the people’s rights in both the equity type and the justice type
including the opportunity to gain access to educational services, the quality of the provided educational services, and the
resources allocated for provision of educational services; however, different emphases were given based on the economic, social,
political, and educational contexts of each era under the provision that the policy must be in accord with basic policy guidelines
of the state as specified in the constitution; (2) regarding results of implementation of the policy on equity of quality for basic
education, it was found that the policy was implemented and there were reports on the achievements of projects/activities that
were in accord with basic policy guidelines of the state as specified in the constitution; on the other hand, results of educational
evaluation both at the national and international levels confirmed that the factors preventing Thai people to achieve equality of
basic education in both the equity type and the justice type were the following: parents’ educational level, readiness of
infrastructure, learning materials and budget allocated to the school, number and quality of teachers, and participation of
network parties; and (3) in the next 20 years there is a need for the framework for policy on equity of quality for basic education
at the national level which can be specified as follows: in the aspect of access to educational services, decentralization of
administration should be implemented, the mother tongue should be allowed to be used at the beginning level of learning, and
a census of disabled and disadvantaged people should be undertaken; in the aspect of quality of access to basic education
services, educational provision approach should be adjusted to accommodate education for elderly people, and there should be
the policy for lifelong learning; in the aspect of resources for provision of basic educational services, the pattern of provision
should be adjusted to be more efficient, and Thai people should be prepared to deal with life affecting technologies;
furthermore, consideration should be given to the policy process, i.e. educational policy should be free from politics, the rights of
children during basic education age should be guaranteed, the curriculum should have academic freedom, the mechanism and
guidelines for internal and external assessments of the school’s educational quality should be determined, the social and
community sectors should be allowed to propose educational policies, and the policy should be developed leading to the policy

of equity of quality of lifelong education.
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