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Celebrities Sues for Posting their Online Photos
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Abstract

It has become not uncommon to share photos in social media platform, especially
for most celebrities who post their paparazzi photos to their social media accounts without
the license. Uploading and posing their own photos could lead to copyright infringement
cases. The article examines and analyzes such cases in the U.S. court; Xclusive-Lee, Inc.,
v. Jelena Noura “Gigi” Hadid (2019) and Fourth Estate Public Benefit Corp. v. Wall-Street.
com, LLC, 139 S.Ct. 881 (2019) from the U.S. Supreme Court, including other celebrity

litigations in the similar situation.

The article investigates the use of social media photos or sharing as a new norm
of society draw upon copyright nature —intangibility and monopoly right. Then, the article
proposes that the justification of copyright protection and the need to balance between
the monopoly right and public interest should be truly considered to deal with social

media photos uses. In addition, fair use should be part of such consideration.

Keywords: Copyright, Photos, Shapely, Monopoly Rights, Balance
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17;34'1: Hayleigh Bosher, “Gigi Hadid faces another Copyright Infringement Claim after posting picture of herself
on Instagram,” The IPKat, accessed November 11, 2019, http://ipkitten.blogspot.com/2019/02/gigi-hadid-

faces-another-copyright.html.
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ARtaUadluduil 18 nengiAn 2562 ne Eastern District Court of New York

Yy v v
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FAANINENENWRIART 9T ANANTEIIB INARLNETULAZENTWEY (motion to dismiss)

¥
aad

103N8AA #PA denRLAD XCLUSIVE-LEE, INC., v. JELENA NOURA “GIGI" HADID,
1:19-cv-00520 (E.D.N.Y.)?

? 7 Leagle, “Browse Decisions, Xclusive-Lee, Inc. v. Hadid,” accessed November 11, 2019, https:/

www.leagle.com/decision/infdco20190719¢c27.
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LWBdUN 4 JuAN 2019 ARTS Fourth Estate Public Corp v. Wall-Strett.com, LLC, 139 S.Ct.
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ARAA ENRAUIBAR Xclusive-Lee, Inc., v. Jelena Noura “Gigi” Hadid Naau
J o ] (=3 a 1 1 o a a = 1204 1
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Auanunsnueasaaeluiun 12 ganax 2562 aailunisaziindad@vsuaslaning direct

copyright infringement LA contributory infringement

¢ 7 Leagle, “View Case, Fourth Estate Public Corp v. Wall-Street.com, Lic,” accessed November

11, 2019, https://www.leagle.com/decision/insco20190304c03.
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to dismiss)
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copyright) NMwenainmse Copyright Office Beufasluduiifesnd lanfiReawAg1edn
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wivanigelIniluaR Fourth Estate Public Benefit Corp. v. Wall-Street.com, LLC, 139
S.Ct. 881, 887 (2019) AANANINNNTAANLTEUANNNIATY 411(a) sumﬂgwwﬁﬂn%w%(
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= a a g s 1
NTAANELULURTANBATNNIATI 411(a) AINANN

TanAlgudalszsunierivnalaia malunailaiasnsoseas Fourth Estate
Public Benefit Corp. v. Wall-Street.com, LLC u~ldmulansly inanslansiesnnineu
NNIRRAUAR Fourth Estate Public Benefit Corp. v. Wall-Street.com, LLC EREPATe I ]
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notice) wazrvual¥nisaansiiauaadns (registration of the copyright) uidalaaas
melFFuRrAvBauARy ety nuflecfidsdniluldssnaanizaniniluadefusad)
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domain)
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faxn Tu A 1989 Uszwmaanigewtnidiunifeudyoyingadiudifan
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MIANATEINUITIINITLAZARNTIN BarmusliauRuansuesdssimanA LA Ty
ANHANATETIUTLIE TN TLAAI0BNTBIUANETNAT9HY UsrinAaniFoinFnIas
ddasuslanguansdtaniaasiaadiaanadesiuiusnsdanann laaaniandeuls
ma‘izqé’wﬁﬁnaw‘ﬁ( (copyright notice) tiadudl 1 furan 2532° d@aunisaanziiien
A9A3 (registration of the copyright) 111 dszimmanigawnsniunila Hudrlaitedudeuls
mslgnddadniansell uitydfselldn dheedeansasilesdonA@ameniauns
annsazfindeanalareidamidunisaanydauRedvamangraneuds’ fariu ufnen
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B = a a La = A ad o v ad a
L\‘i@uvLsﬂﬂqj‘QﬂmzLUﬂu@ﬂJﬂmﬁL@ﬂﬂ@u ‘INLﬂuﬂithu‘wﬂﬁ@iuﬂmuuﬁmﬂ‘ﬁﬁmﬁmﬂﬂ agelg

! 7 Library of Congress, “Copyright Basics, Circular 1,” accessed November 11, 2019. https://www.
copyright.gov/circs/circ01.pdf.

° 7 17 U.S. Code § 411.Registration and civil infringement actions

“(a) Except for an action brought for a violation of the rights of the author under section 106A(a), and subject
to the provisions of subsection (b),[1] no civil action for infringement of the copyright in any United States work
shall be instituted until preregistration or registration of the copyright claim has been made in accordance with
this title. In any case, however, where the deposit, application, and fee required for registration have been
delivered to the Copyright Office in proper form and registration has been refused, the applicant is entitled to
institute a civil action for infringement if notice thereof, with a copy of the complaint, is served on the Register

of Copyrights...”

Cornell Law School, “Legal Information Institute,” accessed November 11, 2019, https://www.law.

cornell.edu/uscode/text/17/411
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Eastern District of New York Ainnmenfladluduil 18 nsngian 2562 nsdnana
ANANINENTBIANAGRAARVNANTIBINTNNAR Fourth Estate Public Benefit Corp. v.
Wall-Street.com, LLC, 139 S.Ct. 881, 887 (2019) Mifadulireuluiuil 4 Junax 2562
fferndunadduiimagegauisanigainfinineaiiduiundanisilesiasnian
ENAAWAD winauTuil Eastern District of New York AinnenaRaa anin

1a1719939989AR Fourth Estate Public Benefit Corp. v. Wall-Street.com, LLC.
Aa Tanr (Fourth Estate) ilugnaninaaulmisavilauazseanyhdyoneyn sl
(Wall-Street) lddayatinnaaulataimnainiaalaaineuuny Tudynreunslilidaya
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A9Na1958 Copyright Office Waa WrAA1Y8fNaLlWILNdNINITRANTUNIVBUATNLNT

ANATUSUANINENENNBILaZAIA) NS0l (Eleventh Circuit) WNINENEU faxnsngdn
. . a v a a a a £ v 1 o l
Copyright Office Nansanualtijiasnisaaneiieudr@nsunteya1ninanaid
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a £ v
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La v

AANNTLTRNNTaANLIduuRIANaNEN (registration of the copyright claim has been made)
= A v & PRps. g o 1w o val a a a SAv
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WAZTNTTANETTNLAINTIY ViTauunaianan? Copyright Office AMiun1sanneiiiey

LAILATA TIAAGIARALVNAUTT BLNTNARFUINFBITBLa1LIa N Copyright Office WaNTaN

o a =~ 1% @ & A A ~ v @ v  vaA v o v
wazatunraanzidauwaaaia nell ileaanziaunaoaiauan gnensdniuianaes

a

a a QO‘ a a 1 2: U s
AUANDNANEL ﬂﬂ%‘/ﬂdﬂqLaEI‘WWﬂ%ﬂﬂ@uLL@tﬁ@ﬂﬂ’ﬁ“ﬂﬂ‘VlzLﬁ?;lue

° p Fourth Estate Public Benefit Corp. v. Wall-Street.com, LLC, 139 S.Ct. 881, 887 (2019). 7282194

N o = a a £ o a @ 1 ] |
eI siasanuaziuaanzieufudnsues Copyright Office luadeiinAaudnesaniia athagulugol 1956
liszazoaadn 1 09 2 @iy uwides 7 enstumnlFinunuaunaadunanaifieu flaqtiuseay
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namufluGenesmsvinuisedinediudgdifidssninmanntuseld g Fourth Estate Public Benefit
Corp. v. Wall-Street.com, LLC, 139 S.Ct. 881, 892 (2019).
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ARBLTEUY WNTULA (Ariana Grande)

AR T9NINHBIATT (BITEUT WNTULA)

TannARTLIWTNINTIINENTWIBIBE EUN UNTULA YUEVHUATLUTARYID BN
aFgun unsue W 2 o ldlnadluduasiunssaedse saniwesiesEen

a

LA o v o a a £
ALAEUNENINAE 2,500 ﬂ@ﬂ@%{ﬂ‘ﬁiﬂ aNiunraziinaaans

Usingdn ndsanflaadies 2 heu ganssnaanuliuenmawazneuiedly
luiRaunsngian 2562°

ARIANNUNAUL (Vila v. Monse LL.C.)
= A | a | = a v '
prtldldnnsfesasngnuevns wiiunsalgeniniesgldnindae

dralandaadandafudnanniuilessvundudanawddnasiinasans
Tasgnadlantiudnaninnazueutianwiauimes laws (Jennifer Lopez) 78m9n91m
AatiugnimnalEng saaTinad (Alex Rodriguez) #axn LFEMAaaLMWLaLiET
Tdwaslusuanunsnasszsmauaslaglilasuayginainiant landnaNessan
ARevneniluniil

ARl autalAaunTN)IAN 2562 wazdiaglurerdnanisiansnnlers’

" puazidunglaainATledszidng Odell Beckham, Jr. v. Splash News and Picture Agency, LLC.

7 Courthouse News, “United States District Court Eastern District of Lousiana,” accessed November 11, 2019,
https://www.courthousenews.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/beckham.pdf.

8 ﬂﬁ%fa Robert Barbera v. Ariana Grande and Grandari, Inc., 1:19-cv-04349 (SDNY). @i’]mxlfaﬁm
119891lAa1n The Fashion Law, “Grande is the Latest Celebrity to be Sued for Posting Photos of Herself on
Instagram,” accessed November 11, 2019, http://www.thefashionlaw.com/home/ariana-grande-is-the-latest-
celebrity-to-be-sued-for-posting-photos-of-herself-on-instagram.

° RATe Vila v. Monse LLC, 1:19-cv-07078 (SDNY). wanann ARiaataasniuaa faflanlung
geansuasviansdnwinennuladaaiiftluaaanigeidni8nanuausnn 1y AR Barbera v. Alexander
Wang, Inc., 1:19-cv-07540 (SDNY) Heaaiilaifiauiienau 2562, Ad Vil v. Alison Lou LLC, 1:19-cv-06634
(SDNY) WmLﬁ@Lﬁ@um‘ngmN 2562, AR BackGrid USA., Inc v. Citizens of Humanity, LLC, 2:19-cv-06078 (C.D.
Cal.) WmLﬁ@La@umﬂgﬁﬁN 2562 Lilus ﬁﬂ@mﬁﬂmquf}u@ The Fashion Law, “From Gigi Hadid and Nicki
Minaj to Versace and Marc Jacobs: A Running List of Paparazzi Copyright Suits,” accessed November 11,
2019, www.thefashionlaw.com/home/from-ariana-grande-and-nicki-minaj-to-monse-and-marc-jacobs-a-look-
at-the-boom-in-paparazzi-copyright-suits
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7 Peter Drahos, A Philosophy of Intellectual Property (Hampshire: Ashgate Publishing Limited,
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" 7 Lyman Ray Patterson, Copyright in Historical Perspective (Tennessee: Vanderbilt University
Press, 1968), 78-81. ViAda Nl ANAGRGARNENTIBILTNMTE U.S. Supreme Court Atladttlsifuimsanu
AR Wheaton v. Peters, 33 U.S. (8 Pet.) 591 (1834) ANNNAAR Donaldson v. Beckett (1774) 484 House of Lords
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2 7 The Fashion Law, “Gigi Hadid’s Counsel Calls Paparazzi Photo Lawsuit “Meritless” & “Misuse

of the Copyright Act,” accessed November 11, 2019, http://www.thefashionlaw.com/home/gigi-hadids-counsel-

calls-paparazzi-photo-lawsuit-a-meritless-case-amp-misuse-of-the-copyright-act.
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8 7 The Fashion Law, “Supermodel Gigi Hadid Calls Instagram Photo at Center of Paparazzi Lawsuit

“Fair Use,” accessed November 11, 2019, www.thefashionlaw.com/home/supermodel-gigi-hadid-calls-insta-
gram-photo-at-center-of-paparazzi-lawsuit-fair-use.
" 7 17 U.S. Code Title 177—COPYRIGHTS, Section 107.
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" Sony Corp. of America v. Universal City Studios, Inc., 464 U.S. 417, 431-432.
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