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Abstract

A study of the Songkran festival in Ratchaburidiasporic communities for
creative tourism adopted creative tourism concept as a framework to analyze
Songkran festival arrangement of diasporic communities in Ratchaburi province. This
qualitative research employed in-depth interview, focus group and participatory
observation techniques. Content analysis was applied to describe the data from
actual phenomenon without interpretation or connotation of the content.

The history of the Songkran tradition of Mon community is similar to the
Songkrand legend inscribed in Wat Pho. The propose of Sonkrandreaidton was a New
Year celebration by Solar calendar which lasted for 3 day on 13 -15 April every year. The
first day was called “Wan- Ma- Ha SondKran” The second day “Wan Nau” and the Third
day “Wan Tha-lueng Sok” The Mons had a great celebration, the formal identity rites of
Mon’s Songkran tradition were “Hae-Koe-Chase and Hae-Pra (The parade procession to
release a fish). For the history of “Hae-Koe-Chase according to the Songrand legend
when a The rich man cook a special rice for angels to blessings children.

The research result revealed that Mon’s Songkran festival had appropriate factors
to develop into creative tourism in terms of host and guest relationship interaction,
cross-cultural learning dissemination, participatory experience with the festival for tourists
which tourists were able to take part in the festival instead of being viewers and the

festival was a unique tourism activity.



Mon’s Songkran festival, one of local culture, is capable of developing into
creative tourism activity which will create learmning experiences among tourists to join
various activities within the festival; for example, costume culture, culture of play, local
handicrafts, food in the festival such as Kao Chae (cooked rice in cold water with
condiments), kalamae (Mon’s caramel candy) making, other local food and traditional
Songkran festival which is different from contemporary Songkran festival. Furthermore,
this festival can be applied as a tool to conserve and restore local culture such as

traditional costume and plays in the community.
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