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Abstract

This research aimed to study: 1) basic of personal, economic, and social
characteristics of farmers, 2) incentives of farmers for the coconut production adhering to
organic farming system, 3) extension needs of farmers to produce coconut adhering to organic
farming system, and 4) the problems and suggestions of farmers in agricultural extension of
coconut production adhering to organic farming system.

The populations in this study were 25,321 coconut growers registered with Prachuap
Kiri Khan Provincial Agricultural Office, 100 samples were selected by Taro Yamane formula
and using simple random sampling. Data were analyzed by a computerized program using
statistics such as frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum and maximum
values.

The results of this research were showed that (1) most of farmers were female
with an average age of 52.46 years, and completed primary education. They had experience
in coconuts production for an average of 27.99 years, experience in organic coconut with an
average of 5.39 years. They had coconut production area with an average of 27.18 rai (1 rai =
1,600 square meters), averages of 2.64 household farm workers and 3.71 employed workers.
The average general coconut production cost was 5,987.71 baht per rai, averages of annual
coconut production income and family debt were 254,780.65 baht and 374,313.73 baht
respectively. They communicated with other farmers with an average of 2.96 times per
month and agricultural extensionists with, an average of 1.09 times per month. They received
information on organic crop production with an average of 1.90 times per month and had
training experience in organic farming with an average of 1.64 times per year. (2) Incentives
for coconut production adhering to organic farming system, the overall level was relatively
high and motivation of health and environment was high level. (3) Extension needs of
farmers to produce coconut adhering to organic farming system, the overall level was high,
extension needs of farmers about the knowledge concerning in the field of extension and
marketing was at the highest level. (4) Farmers had problems with the production of organic
coconut in overall in moderate level. The problems of coconut production adhering to
organic farming system was high level within three issues, the first — lack of knowledge of the
procedure to follow the principle and method of organic farming, the second - undersold price
by local merchant, and the last — spreading insect . On the other hand, farmers suggested that
it should be knowledge extension of the requirements of organic farming and coconut market
for organic farming in the area. Support the measures to prevent merchants undersell and
knowledge transferring about innovative technology that was beneficial to organic farming
continually.

Keywords: Extension of production, Organic coconut, Prachuap Khiri Khan Province
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