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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study and compare 1) personal and
social-economic characteristics of pineapple farmers, 2) situations of industrial
pineapple production by farmers, 3) knowledge and practices of farmers in regards to
pineapple production adhering to quality management system and industrial
standardization, and 4) pineapple production problems and extension needs of farmers
in pineapple production adhering to quality management system and industrial
standardization.

The population of this study was industrial pineapple farmers in Nakhon
Thai District of Phitsanulok Province dividing into two groups, 200 certified Good
Agricultural Practice (GAP) farmers and 385 general farmers for industrial pineapple
production. Samples were selected by using simple random sampling method
consisting of 88 certified GAP farmers and 94 general farmers. Data were collected
by interviewing method and focus group discussion, analyzed by computer statistical
methods including frequency, percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum value,
maximum value, chi-square test, and t-test.

The research findings were showed that 1) both groups of pineapple farmers,
majority of them were male and graduated from primary education. There were
statistically significant differences at 0.05 level on the average pineapple products
between two groups, certified GAP farmers had higher products than general farmers
with averages of 3,625 and 3,051.25 kilogram/Rai (1 Rai = 1,600 square meters)
respectively. 2) Procedure and method of industrial pineapple production by both
farmer groups were almost similar in every aspect. 3) Knowledge and practices of
farmers, both farmer groups had good knowledge on pineapple production adhering to
quality management system and industrial standardization. In the practice, certified
GAP farmers had performed more frequently than general farmers. Furthermore 4)
both farmer groups had problems on cheap products and limited amount purchasing
products by industry. Certified GAP farmers had needs in the integration of
government agencies related to the extension of pineapple production adhering to
quality management and industrial standardization, therefore, they suggested that
knowledge should be supported for pineapple production adhering to quality
management system and industrial standardization to industrial pineapple farmers
through the community leaders for pineapple farmers could grow quality pineapples
and met the industrial standardization.
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