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Abstract

The research objectives were to study (1) socio-economic backgrounds of
Hom-mali organic rice farmers, (2) the production of Hom-mali organic rice by farmers, (3)
knowledge on Hom-mali organic rice standard certification of farmers, (4) situations and
extension needs in Hom-mali organic rice production of farmers, and (5) problems and
suggestions for extension of Hom-mali organic rice production for organic standard
certification.

The population of this study were 228 non-certified organic standard farmers
with the sample size of 126 famers which was determined by using Taro Yamane’s formula
at the error level of 0.06, and 32 organic standard certified farmers were included. Data
were collected through interviewed method and analyzed to determine frequency,
percentage, mean, standard deviation, minimum and maximum values.

The findings of the research were showed that (1) the average age of non-
certified organic standard farmers was 59.94 years; they completed primary education and
had an average of 2.52 years of experience in Hom-mali organic rice production; they
possessed an average of 7.47 Rai (1 Rai = 1,600 square meters) of Hom-mali organic rice
area; the average annual income of selling organic rice was 31,554.63 baht; and the average
annual farm income was 59,856.35 Baht. On the other hand, the average age of certified
organic standard farmers was 54.42 years; they completed primary education and had an
average of 4.72 years of experience in producing organic Hom-mali rice; the average farm
land for Hom-mali organic rice was 11.59 Rai; the average annual income of selling
organic rice was 59,944.38 baht; and the average annual farm income was 66,860.94 baht.
(2) Organic rice farmers from both groups had performed rice production adhering to the
organic standard principles at the “highest” level.(3) Non-certified organic standard farmers
had knowledge in the organic standard certification at the “high” level while certified
organic standard farmers had the same knowledge at the “highest” level. (4) Farmers from
both groups had received different extension methods and messages of organic rice
production for standard certification, non-certified organic standard farmers indicated that
they received an extension work at “moderate” level while the other group had received at
“high” level. Both groups had needs at “high” level for organic rice standard certification
especially in marketing support. (5) Non-certified organic standard farmers had problems
at “high” level in decreasing organic rice products and unattractive price of organic rice.
They suggested that there should be an integration of effective extension systems and the
government should have policy to encourage organic rice marketing with standard price
and place for farmer markets.

Keywords: Hom-mali organic rice production, Organic standard certification, Buri Ram
Province
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