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Abstract

This research aimed to study 1) the general characteristics of dairy farmers
in conventional and organic livestock standard farming systems. 2) the management
of dairy farms in conventional and organic livestock standard farming systems. 3) the
management of dairy farms according to organic livestock standard, and 4) the problems
and suggestions of the dairy farm management in conventional and organic livestock
standard farming systems.

The study population were 2 groups of dairy farmers in Muak Lek District,
Saraburi Province. Group 1 was a total of 2,016 dairy farmers in the conventional
livestock production system who registered with Livestock Office in Muak Lek District,
Saraburi Province in 2013. The sample size was 96 people, which was calculated
from Taro Yamane’s Formula at the error level of 10% , and selected by simple
random sampling. Group 2 was the dairy farmers in the organic livestock standard
farming system by collecting data from all population 9 people. The data was collected
by using a questionnaire. The data obtained was analyzed by descriptive statistics,
including percentage, mean, maximum, minimum and standard deviation of the data

The research results indicate as follows: 1) The general characteristics of
dairy farmers was found that the dairy farmers in the conventional livestock farming
system aged between 3 1 -5 0 years old, mostly graduated with the elementary
education, and gained 1 1.7 years of dairy farm experience.the dairy farmers in the
organic livestock standard farming system aged between 41-5 years old, mostly
graduated with the diploma, and gained 11.6 years of dairy farm experience. 2) The
management of dairy farms in the conventional livestock farming system was similar
to the management of dairy farms in the organic livestock standard farming system,
except farm area. The dairy farmers in the conventional livestock farming system
possessed average farm area of 2.64 rai. (1 rai = 1,600 m?) the dairy farmers in the
organic livestock standard farming system possessed average farm area of 11 rai 3)
The management of dairy farms according to organic livestock standard indicated that
the management of cattle sources and farm management were at the highest level. 4)
The problems of farm management in the conventional livestock farming system were
in aspects of feed, breed, animal health, management, and raw milk prices. The
Suggestions of those were reducing the cost of cattle feeds, the regularly health
examination of cattle, and separating shelters for sick cattle. The problems of farm
management in the organic livestock standard farming system were the procurement
of feed from organic farming system. The suggestions of those were the sufficient
keeping of grasses for cattle through the drought season, and grouping in order to
bargain cheaper cattle feeds.

Keywords: Dairy farms, Organic livestock standard, Saraburi Province
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