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Abstract

This study aimed to study the level of the community’s participation to conserve
biodiversity and factors affecting its members in participating in the conservation of biodiversity
project. There were 50 subjects that participated in this study. They were sampled from members
of Ban Nai-Mong Community, Moo 6, Tambon Prom Lok, Amphor Promkiri, Nakhon Si
Thammarat. The study was conducted through interviews and observations. Then, the data were

analyzed using frequency, percentage, and standard deviation. The findings are as follows:

Knowledge:  The subjects are moderately knowledgeable in natural resource
conservation. They highly understand that the destruction of forest would lead to the damage of
the water’s origin. Also, they strongly disagree that people can collect wood in the community
for charcoal. The understanding of by doing so would save household expenses was shown at a
moderate level.

Usage: Most people in Ban Nai-Mong Community have never picked up wood from the
community forest for charcoal. Only a few of them collect the forest wood to use for cooking.
However, they have used woods to make charcoals and build homes. They also often pick up
these products from the forest, for example herbs, honey, bamboo, bamboo shoots, and wild
mushrooms. Some people in the community go hunting and catch insects, snakes, and lizards.
An average of once a month, the Ban Nai-Mong community members would cut forest wood or
go find forest products for consumption and commercial purposes. The finding also suggests that
the community members use the forest for recreational purposes, averaging once a month in the

past year.



Biodiversity conservative participation: In the past year, their level of participation was
measured and resulted in a moderate level. Their highest participated activity is growing new
plants project in the community forest. The participants also showed medium level of an
enthusiasm to receive news regarding natural conservation such as planting forest, cleaning water
resources. However, the participants didn’t contribute many ideas during brainstorm gatherings

and planning meetings. Their participation level was measured at a medium level.

Enthusiasm: Overall, the participants’ enthusiasm to participate in natural resource
management is at a moderate level. They ranked the highest on their needs to join in the field
work. The second importance was being able to participate in the planning process. They ranked
the least on their interest in being responsible for supervising and solving problems regarding the
community biodiversity conservation. It appears that the biggest problem is the disagreement on

effective usage of natural resources among community members.

Suggestions: Firstly, the government should fully be involved in educating and giving
useful information to the community. The knowledge received will help them to understand
benefits and know how to take care of the biodiversity resources. Secondly, an initiation to
rebuild a forest should be implemented to increase the community members’ awareness in the
natural resource conservation. Lastly, government agencies and related stakeholders should find
their common understandings and agreements on the best use of natural resources. In addition,
there should be a follow-up process and an evaluation method to conserve and sustain

biodiversity in the community.
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