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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) basic personal factors, economic,
and social situations of community enterprise members, 2) knowledge and source of
knowledge of the members in the operations of community enterprise, 3) participation of
members in the operations of community enterprise, 4) problems and suggestions of the
members in the participation of the operations of community enterprise, and 5) factors in
relations with the participation of members in the operations of community enterprise.

Population of this study were 39 groups consisting of 768 members of
community enterprise in Tha Pla District, Uttaradit Province and passed the potential
evaluation. Samples were selected by using Taro Yamane formula allowing error at 0.05
accounted for 264 samples and used the simple random sampling method by picking names.
Data were collected by interview and analyzed to determine frequency, percentage, maximum
value, minimum value, mean, standard deviation, and multiple regression analysis.

The results of the study were showed that 1) most of the community enterprise
members were female with the average age of 43.71 years old and married; 37.5% completed
primary education with the average of 3.06 household member, and the average household
income of 212,875. 00 Baht. The average income from participation in the community
enterprise was 38,170.45 Baht. Most of the loan was from the village funds and most of the
participants were group members. The average duration of being a member of the community
enterprise was approximately 4.35 years. The majority of them deciding to be a member of
the community enterprise was due to the fact that they would like to earn more income and
40.2 % of them were a member of the village fund. 2) Most of community enterprise
members had knowledge about the operations of community enterprise at a high level. In an
overall picture, members of community enterprise received the information from various
sources at a moderate level. 3) The participation of members in the operations of community
enterprise in planning, activity operations, benefit reception, and evaluation were rated in all
four aspects at high level. 4) Participation problems of the members in the operations of
community enterprise were planning, activity operations, and evaluation, these were rated at
low level. In regards to the overall receiving benefits, the problem was considered as
moderate level. Members of community enterprise agreed with the recommendation of
participation in planning, activity operations, receiving benefit, and evaluation in all four
aspects at high level. Furthermore 5) factors relating to participation of the members, income
from being a group member, knowledge resource, and level of problem statistically
significant related to the participation at 0.05 level.

Keywords: Participation, Community enterprise, Uttaradit Province
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