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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the campaign to prevent and solve the
problem of teen pregnancy in Thailand, in terms of 1) the situation and problems with the present
policies and strategies; 2) the strategies; and 3) recommendations to improve the policies and
strategies.

This was a qualitative research based on documentary research and in-depth interviews.
The key informers were 8 administrators and personnel of agencies charged with addressing this
problem, and 13 students and 3 teachers from the 3 provinces with the highest rate of teen
pregnancies in 2014, chosen through purposive sampling from among the group of students and
teachers who participated in teen pregnancy prevention campaign activities. The research tool was
an in-depth interview form. Data were analyzed through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that 1) the policies and strategies of all the related agencies were
followed the related legislation and the national strategies as well as each agency’s missions.
The agency-level policy makers were the administrators and they implemented the policies by
delegating work along the chain of command. The agencies used media for the campaign that were
compatible with the target groups in urban areas but did not cover all target groups at the
community level. The problem with policy was that the related legislation did not outline a
communications strategy. The problems with strategies were that the national level strategy did not
include a communications action plan, nor did it specify exactly which agencies were responsible
for what. As a result, in practice the agencies lacked direction for setting appropriate
communications policies and strategies. Also, provincial level personnel lacked skills and
experience in communications and in campaigning to build understanding and awareness of the
problem. 2) Campaign communication strategies were not set in the action plans of the related
agencies; they only had operational strategies under the framework of the national-level and agency-
level strategies. Their work results were evaluated qualitatively and quantitatively based on teen
pregnancy statistics. They used the tactic of building cooperation among workers in the form of
alliance networks at the national and provincial levels. They used the tactic of building awareness
and understanding among target groups by emphasizing content about preventing and solving the
problem, using training sessions as the main activity. They used the mass media supplemented by
social media, but this did not reach every target group, especially on the provincial and community
level, where local folk media play an important role in spreading knowledge and changing behavior.
3) Recommendations are that the government should add communications policies into the relevant
acts of parliament and the national strategy, and should join government organizations in charge of
communications to set a direction for communications to be used in solving the problem.
The relevant agencies and their allies at every level should jointly set a plan to systematically
develop the communication skills of the personnel involved in the campaign. The relevant agencies
and their allies should jointly set a strategy and action plans for the campaign at the central level, the
provincial level and the community level. The strategy should comprise action plans to build
awareness and understanding, with an emphasis on training for at-risk teens, and should employ a
mix of mass media, social media, and folk media that is suited to all the target groups.
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