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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study (1) basic social and economic
conditions of Marian plum farmers (2) production conditions of Marian plum
adhering to Good Agricultural Practice (GAP) (3) Extension conditions and the needs
for extension of Marian plum production adhering to GAP (4) problems and
recommendations in Marian plum production adhering to GAP and (5) the extension
approach in Marian plum production adhering to GAP.

Population of this study was 314 registered Marian plum production
farmers in Laplae district, Uttaradit province in year 2017. The sample size was 176
people and using simple sampling method. Data was collected by interview. Statistics
used in data analysis were frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum value,
average, standard deviation, and ranking.

The results of the study showed that (1) Most of the farmers were male
with the average age of 51.23 years old and completed the primary school education.
The average household members were 4.05 people with the average experience in
Marian plum production of 6.55 years. The average area of Marian plum production
was 3.98 Rai. The average income of Marian plum production farmers was 46,161.93
Baht/year and the average expenses in Marian plum production of  6,887.50
Baht/year. Most of the information and news about Marian plum production were
received through local leader. (2) In regards to Marian plum production, it revealed
that most of the farmers followed the recommendation for department of agriculture at
the highest level. (3) All of the farmers had received the extension in Marian plum
production regarding production knowledge and technology. The farmers also
received the suggestions about the extension and support of Marian plum production
adhering GAP. The highest level of extension needs for Marian plum production were
marketing management and nurturing technology. The farmers would like to receive
the extension from individual, group, mass and online media at the highest level. Most
of the farmers also wanted to receive the support after the production extension on
trainings and additional knowledge seeking. (4) In the general view about farmers’
problems, they had difficulties in Marian plum production adhering GAP in marketing
and extension at a medium level and agreed with the suggestions about Marian plum
production in GAP extension and marketing at a high level. (5) In overall picture,
farmers agreed with the extension guidelines for Marian plum production adhering to
GAP at a high level in every aspect including service, support, and mass extension,
the production of Marian plum adhering to GAP, group extension, and individual
extension.

Keywords: Extension guidelines , Marian plum production, Good Agricultural
Practice, Uttaradit Province
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