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Abstract

The research aimed to study; 1) the perception toward visual codes in audio
description (AD) from TV drama series with non—interpretative visual-coded AD and
the interpretative visual-coded one, and 2) the current situation of AD on TV and the
recommendations for the development in further.

This research was conducted by using the mixed method; the quantitative
data was conducted by employing the questionnaire from 2 groups of the born-blind
visually—impaired audience, 20 participants for each group. Each group was treated
differently with the different version of AD in TV drama series. The qualitative way
was conducted by the focus group method. Researched selected 6-8 people form each
type of vision; born-blind visually—impaired, late visually—impaired, and low-vision.
According to the valuables, all the participants had to live in Bangkok area, regularly
exposure to TV programs everyday or watch TV drama series frequently, and have
the experiences in AD exposure before. Moreover, researcher did the in—depth
interviews with 5 representatives form major stakeholders for AD policy; visually—
impaired audience, AD producer in TV program, academic lecturer in mass
communication, representative from TV station, and the representative from NBTC
for the current situation and for proposing the recommendations in further.

The result showed that 1) there was no statistical significance in the
comparison of the perception from the no —interpretative visual-coded AD and the
interpretative  visual-coded version from the born-blind visually—impaired
participants in 4 major meanings; denotative meaning, symbolic meaning, expressive
meaning, and aesthetics. In details, all 3 types of vision stated that they had the
positive responses toward some visual codes; the Pan shot and the cut. All groups
needed those 2 visual coded to be interpretative stated in AD script, and also all visual
codes which related to the sight of the characters in the series. On contrast, all groups
presented negative feedback on the camera angles, Blurring shot, and the Fade—to-
black shot. Furthermore, 2) there were 3 main problems of the current AD situation
needed to be solved which was recommended as follow; (1) NBTC should revised
and reconsider-the policy framework regarding the genre of TV program for visually—
impaired audiences; (2) academia should prepare this skilled—human resource in
broadcasting business and develop AD complicated production to be more efficient,
and; (3) both state and private sectors should encourage the participation of the
visually—impaired audiences to access to the media. According to the recommendation,
there should be both Top — Down and Bottom — Up developments.

Keywords: Audio Description, TV Drama Series, Visually — Impaired Audiences,
Policy, Visual Codes
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