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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) the process of Dhamma
communication in the Morals and Ethics Training Camp for Children and Youth Project at Wat
Sai-Ngam (Ba), Kamphaeng Phet Province; 2) the strategies of communication used in the
project; 3) the difficulties encountered with teaching Dhamma in the project; 4) the participants’
understanding of Dhamma after the training; and 5) the participants’ satisfaction with the
project.

This research applied combined research methodology: qualitative and quantitative
methods. The key informants were 6 monks who taught Dhamma at the Morals and Ethics
Training Camp for Children and Youth Project at Wat Sai-Ngam (Ba), chosen through
purposive sampling. The sample population was 400 youths who had participated in the training
camp, chosen through purposive sampling. Data were collected using an interview form and a
questionnaire; further analyzed with descriptive analysis.

The results showed that 1) The communication process comprised of monks who
were knowledgeable in both worldly matter and Dhamma, and calm and respectful. They had
good communication skills and applied psychology techniques in communicating Dhamma.
Moreover, their communication techniques is using easy-to-understand language. The messages
they communicated were stories of Buddha’s life, Buddha’s teachings, religious ceremonies and
meditation. The communication channels are the mixed between interpersonal communication,
electronic media, new media, and ceremonial media. The receivers were youths aged 13-18 who
enjoyed the challenge of new activities and had attended the training camp before. 2)
Communication strategies were music, pictures, Power point presentations, videos, models, new
media and both verbal and nonverbal messages. 3) the communication difficulties were the
shortage of monks with the necessary skills and knowledge to teach, a lack of media and incomplete
technical backup, some of the messages were not compatible with the participants’ age, and
some of the participants did not pay attention to the training but were constantly using their smart
phones. 4) After training, the participants had a high level of understanding about Dhamma. 5) the
participants were satisfied with the training camp at high level.

Keywords: Dhamma communication process, Dhamma communication strategies,
Understanding and satisfaction



