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Thesis title: The Relationship Between Receipt of Dental Health Promotion Service
and Dental Health Behavior and Dental Caries among 2—3-year-old Children
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Abstract

The objectives of this survey research were to study: (1) personal factors
of parents, receipt of dental health promotion service, dental health behavior and dental
caries; (2) the relationship between personal factors of parents and receipt of dental
health promotion service; and (3) the relationships between receipt of dental health
promotion service and dental health behavior and dental caries, all among 2-3-year-old
children in Bang Mun Nak district, Phichit province.

The study involved 193 2—-3-year-olds selected using simple random sampling
from 612 children in the age group from 8 day-care centers in the district. Research tools
were an oral examination form and a dental health behavior questionnaire with a test-retest
reliability value of 0.725. Data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and chi-square
test.

The results showed that: (1) among all parents/respondents, most of them
were female aged 36.53 years on average, worked as traders or in private business, and
completed secondary school. Among the children, 57% had never received dental health
promotion service and only 25.4% had received a full course of such service (every
6 months); based on children’s oral examination, 35.8% had dental caries, 13% had dental
caries in more than 4 teeth, 23.3% had visible plaque in the 4 upper anterior teeth, and
46.1% had white spot lesions. As for dental health behavior scores, most children had
a very good score for brushing but a moderate score for food consumption. (2) the only
personal factor of parents significantly associated with the receipt of dental health
promotion service was parents’ age. and (3) the receipt of dental health promotion
service was significantly associated with children’s brushing before going to bed,
consumption of sugary or soft drinks and use of bottle milk at bedtime. But there was
no association between the receipt of dental health promotion service and dental caries
in the children.

Keywords: Pre-school Children, Dental Health Promotion Service,
Dental Health Behavior, Risk factor, Dental Caries
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