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The potential and readiness of the community to be supported as the only tourist

destination in ASEAN region

This research is to study situation of community-based tourism in the Central-Northeastern provinces
and the potential and readiness of the community to be one of tourism destinations in ASEAN region. It is a
qualitative research applying with Participatory Action Research (PAR). One community from each province is
chosen to collect data.

The result of the community-based tourism situation in the study area shows that Khon Kaen
province is the link center of ASEAN and the Central-Northeastern provinces. 14 tourism communities in the
provinces have the potential of natural and cultural tourism with adequate tourism services for tourists.
Besides, there are three tourism routes which are the linkage of the provinces followings; Dinosaur Sa-On,
Yeun Sim Chom Silp, and Wai Prathat Si Maung.

The study of four communities about the potential development and readiness reveals that Nong
Charng Village, a Phu Thai community with Prae Wa silk weave in Kalasin Province, is a strong community
which has the readiness and potential for community tourism development. Then, Savati Village in Khon
Kaen province, a growing community located close to urban society, has been supported by the government
to manage tourism activities. Although the tourist arrivals continue visiting Sung Sin Chai mural painting and
attending local tradition, it still does not have any group of tourism community. Moreover, Dong Noi Village in
Mahasarakarm province, a sufficient, harmonious and strong community, is a place for study and observation
about community development located near Pratat Nadun and Ku Suntarat. This community is also
supported by the government but the community still feels unconfident to welcome tourists. Furthermore, it
is Wai Laum Village in Roi Et province, a OTOP village which is famous for Sa Kate weave. Even though there is
the tourism community management, there has a lack of continuous management. Therefore, the operation
and tourism activities have to be reviewed and encouraged to be more variety. All four communities will be
outstanding tourism communities in ASEAN region if there are supported and managed constantly by the

provincial authority.
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