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Abstracts

The purposes of this descriptive study were (1) to investigate the quality of
life of HIV-infected and AIDS (HIV/AIDS) patients, (2) toassess factors related to their
quality of life, and (3) to compare the quality of life of HIVV/AIDS patients in large and
small government hospitals in Chumphon province.

The population of this study included 2,485 HIV/AIDS patients who were
treated in government hospitals in the province; of all such patients, 260 were selected
using the multistage sampling method to take part in the study. A questionnaire with
the reliability coefficient of 0.7 was used for data collection; and the data obtained were
analyzed with descriptive and inferential statistics.

The results revealed that: (1) among all respondents, their quality of life in
overall health domain was at the moderate level; (2) factors significantly associated with
the patients’ quality of life were occupations, monthly income and support provided by
local administrative organizations; and (3) by comparison, the mean quality of life (health,
social and environmental aspects) of HIV/AIDS patients attending large government
hospitals was significantly higher than that at small hospitals in the province. Thus, the
provision of quality treatment together with the promotion of income for HIV/AIDS
patients will improve their quality of life.
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