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Abstract

This research aims to study (1) tourism development in Pai district, Mae Hong Son
Province during the past 15 years, from 2002 to 2016; (2) the impact of tourism development on
local geography; and (3) to provide a guidance for reducing the impact of tourism development
on local geography.

The method to study was relevant researching and in-depth interviews with purposive
sampling from (1) 4 persons from local administration, (2) 12 persons who were members of the Local
Government Council, (3) 5 persons of village headman, (4) 15 persons of tourist entrepreneurs in
Pai district, and (5) 1 person of represent of provincial tourism and sports officer. Then, the data
were analyzed using a content analysis method and a descriptive analysis method.

The findings of the study are: (1) tourism development of the district caused by
internal factors were the tourism development strategy on national, community and provinces,
while those caused by external factors were public participation and local politics. (2) The impact
on local geography on economically, socially are investment from external to generate income,
increase in land price and high cost of living; sale of land and evacuation from the area, migration
into the area in the business sector, the increase of latency. Culturally, there is indication of loss
of cultural values resulting from promoting tourism while impact on local environment includes,
natural and environment degradation. On the political side, there are more active local politics,
more business groups as well as more support for new local politicians, increased burden on local
administrations with regards to the control and maintenance of order in the crowded areas and
public space, and frequent conflicts entrepreneurs with regards to regulating construction to
comply with the law. (3) Recommendations are to develop and implement master plan for tourism
by setting local laws and regulations to be aligned with relevant organization.

Keywords: Development of Tourism, Impact, Local Geography, Pai district
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